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YOUR 

WEDDING 

Planning your 
perfect wedding 
in the Four Shires 

SHAKESPEARE’S 

GARDENS 

Super new book 
reviewed 

MOTORING 

Salon Prive at 
Blenheim Palace 

FOOD & DRINK 

Warwick Chilli 
Festival and a 
menu for summer 
festivities 











































COTTESWOOD 



MAKERS OF ENGLISH KITCHEN FURNITURE 

FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE AND PRICES PLEASE PHONE 01608 644620 

or go online to our website at www.cotteswood.co.uk 



showrooms 

Station Road, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 5XN Tel: 01608 641858 
14 Hill Avenue, Amersham on the Hill, Buckinghamshire HP6 5BW Tel: 01494 434200 




































































FROM THE EDITOR 

Our wonderful cover picture this month was taken 
at Stowe Landscape Gardens and features William 
Kent's f Temple of British Worthies' designed in 1734. 
Sir Walter Raleigh, William Shakespeare, John Locke, 
Inigo Jones, Isaac Newton and Sir Francis Drake are 
just a few of those notables captured forever in the 
limestone sculpture. 

If a new piece of artwork was commissioned today 
with a brief to include two dozen modern British 
^worthies', who could possibly be included? 

Winston Churchill of course, but Boris Johnson, 
Michael Gove, Theresa May, Jeremy Corbyn, Nigei 
Parage perhaps? 

None of the above I hear you all shout! 




How about someone 
representing the arts? The 
late David Bowie or The 
Rolling Stones. Should 
we have sportsmen and 
women, Jonny Wilkinson, 
the England football team 
maybe... No. 

I for one would nominate 
many of those unseen 
souls who go about 
their daily work 
complaining very tittle and 
working under what seems to me to be 
increasingly severe conditions. I am talking about 
the very many who work within the best of modern 
British institutions - the National Health Service. 


Shouldn't the worthies include those that are 
leading the way in eradicating poverty and helping 
to fight world hunger? Professor Stephen Hawking or 
Brian Cox possibly? 
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i have a couple of friends and family who have 
recently had to use the services of both the Horton 
Hospital in Banbury and the John Radcllffe in Oxford 
and I have nothing but praise for the staff and 
services provided. 

Perhaps Aneurin Bevan, the founder of the NHS, 
should be number one on the list of modern British 
Worthies, followed up by all those who have ever 
'served' with this national institution. 

I'd vote for that. JEREMY WILTON 


A universal approach to 
plumbing and heating 
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The Blooming Marvellous 

SUMMER 

SALE 



TEMPUR 


And so to Bed 

--LONDON- 


44 ST CLEMENTS STREET , OXFORD 0X4 1AG TEL 01865 204202 

andsotobed.co.uk 


VISPRING 
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Product Featured; Louis A li Caned Painted Bed 




























//'s a beautiful summer for a wedding,,, it's also the 
perfect time to be planning your wedding day and we 
have /ote of tips and ideas for making your wedding in 
ffie Four Shires as wonderful as you expect it to be. From 
fabulous gowns to alternative ceremonies , ft's a// rnsjde* 


Z 


HOMES 

Stunning 
Shakespeare 

variety of homes for sale. 

GARDENS AND 
COUNTRY 

David Williams 
advises on the August 
garden, FN Pile have their 
10 year anniversary, and 
there are lots of lovely 
Mrzc Hens to visit. 

MOTORING 

Bruce Cox at 
Salon Prive, 



YOUR LETTERS 

Four Shires' readers' 
thoughts. 

AROUND THE 
SHIRES 

Lots of local 
news from the Four Sh/res. 




BOOKS 

Best summer 
reads from The Old 
Hail Bookshop in Brackley. 

OUT & ABOUT 

Where to go and 
what to see in 
the Four Sh/Tes this month. 

ARTS & 
ANTIQUES 
Barry 

Whitehouse's Art Surgery 
looks at getting started 
with all the right painting 
equipment. Also the 
galleries to visit in August. 

WEDDINGS 

Ideas galore in 
our wedding 
feature, including fantastic 
bouquets and great venue 
advice. 









Blenheim Palace - 
there were some rather 
splendid motors there! 

—rn M FOOD & DRINK 

Warwickshire's 
chilli festival 

was a great success and 
there's a menu to delight 
a big party of guests. 

^LOOKING BACK 

Wedding 
pictures from the 
past - who do you know? 

M ENTERTAINMENT 
A review of 

H ■■v 

the recent 

Nocturne Live events at 
Blenheim Palace. 

m THEATRE 

Bruce Cox sees 
the last of the 
performances of Elisha 
Willis, principal dancer 
of the Birmingham Royal 
Ballet. 

f\f\ IF THE BOOT FITS 

All about shoes 
for hooves, with 
Maggie Chaplin. 
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JEREMY WILTON 

Editor 


GEORGE 

FENEMORE 



A fully signed up member of Her 
Majesty's press corps, he's been working 
in journalism since 1982. He is fully 
committed to making Four Shire s the 
wonderful publication it is. 

01295 709999 copy@fourshires.eo.uk 



KATE WILTOIM 

Accounis, Subscriptions and Circulation 

Kate looks after everyone and everything. 
Without Kate we would all fall apart and the 
magazine would cease to exist. She keeps 
everything running super-smoothly, 

01295 273138 
kate@fourshires.co.uk 



CATHY BLACK 

Ed/for/a/ and Soc/af Med/a Manager 

She's such a happy, bouncy girl! Cathy 
is full of bright ideas and they all go into 
each publication. Nothing is ever too much 
trouble for Cathy, she is an actual miracle. 

01295 273138 
cathy@fourshrres.co.uk 



Meet the Four Shires Team 


GAIL SEWARD 

Advertising Executive 

Gail carries the hearts of our advertisers 
around in her handbag - they are never far 
from her thoughts. She is the cause of all 
juggling here - life with Gail changes hourlyl 

01295 709999 
gail@foursh ires.c o. u k 



CAROLINE JAQUES 

Design Manager 

Caroline is the actual juggler, she the one 
that makes the pages happen. This is the 
lady that designs our colourful and vibrant 
mag every month - we hope you love it! 

01295 258570 fourshires@media-tribe.com 
www.media-tribe.com 



LIZ DRAKE 

Photographer 

Liz is a freelence photographer based in 
Warwick and she is responsible for some 
great images that are featured throughout 
our magazine. 



We don't believe 
George is as cross 
as he sounds... But 
it must be terribly 
vexing to fight the 
officials and raise 
sheep all at once! 

BRUCE COX 

Our fabulous 
theatre reporter, 
Bruce, is always 
out and about 
finding the best 
of entertainment. 
You'll also see him 
at many car events. 

BARRY 

WHITEHOUSE 

Everything you ever 
need to know about 
art comes from Barry 
and every month 
he delights us with 
another lesson. 


MAGGIE 

CHAPLIN 

Maggie always has 
a surprise subject 
up her sleeve and 
delivers interesting 
editorial each 
month! 

CHRISTINE 

BRIDGER 

Holiday books, 
books as gifts or 
simply something 
for yourself, 

Christine gives us a 
monthly rundown of 
the best there is. 

DAVID WILLIAMS 

And round the end 
of the cucumber 
frame, who should 
you meet but... 
David Williams! 

Don't go in the 
garden without his 
words of advice. 























www.cherrywoodkitchensandinteriors.co.uk 

CANALSIDE, CROPREDY. 0X17 IPQ. 

01295 758259 


BRITISH MADE KITCHENS AND INTERIORS 


SHOWROOM 

OPENING 


COME AND VISIT US FROM 

MID SEPTEMBER 

PLEASE CONTACT US TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT 


CHERRY WOOD 

KITCHENS AND INTERIORS 

































Advertisement feature 


Unique chance to ‘test 
drive’ a retirement village 


Come and stay in a two 
bedroom cottage at Lime 
Tree Village, Dunchurch, 
and decide if retirement 
living is for you 

FOR most over 55s, what to do and 
where to live when they retire are big 
decisions influenced by financial and 
lifestyle related factors. Getting it right 
first time is important. 

That's why Retirement Villages 1 one 
of the UK's leading 
providers of private 
age-exclusive iijk, 

communities, is 
encouraging potential 
buyers to actually live 
in their new home 
before committing, 
including at its local village in 
Dunchurch near Rugby. 

The aim is to give potential buyers 
a taste of retirement village life by 
inviting them to explore the grounds 
and facilities, participate in groups and 
activities, as well as chat with existing 
residents. It means that people can 
assess whether the move is right for 
them before making that all-important 
decision. 

The stay is complimentary and 
there is no obligation to make any 
commitment after the stay. 


Retirement 

VII I At,I S' 



LEFT: 
Malcolm 
and Patricia 
Sniders - 
who tried 
out the 
retirement 
lifestyle and 
are now 
planning to 
move into 
Lime Tree 
Village 


We tried it, loved it and are now buying... 


Malcolm and Patricia Sniders recently 
utilised Retirement Villages’ Try Before 
You Buy scheme, visiting the company's 
development here in Warwickshire, Lime 
Tree Village. 

"We are making what we hope will be our 
final move, so having the option to stay 
overnight was ideal," said Patricia. "It gave 
us the chance to get a feel as to how well 
we might fit in." 

The Sniders attended a coffee morning, 
fish and chip lunch and day coach trip to a 
nearby market. They were also able to chat 
with some of Lime Tree Village's existing 
residents, 

Patricia added; 'The events gave us the 
chance to speak to some of Lime Tree 


Village s existing residents, in particular 
two people who have lived there long-term 
and another coupJe who moved in more 
recently. We had a chat about village fife 
and what they thought of it. It was all very 
positive. 17 

The Sniders are looking to purchase a 
property at the Polo Field, a new build 
extension of the established Lime Tree 
Village, Thanks to Try Before You Buy, they 
have all the information they need at their 
fingertips, 

Pat's advice on making the most out of 
your stay is; "While you’re there speak to as 
many residents as you can to get their 
views, this helped us agree this would be a 
good move for us." 


Our guest suite is ready 
and waiting for you... 

Lime Tree's Try 
Before You Buy 
property is a 
two-bedroom fully 
furnished cottage 
fitted with all the 
modern comforts 
to make your stay 
as comfortable and 
homely as 
possible. 

A continental 
breakfast will be 
provided for you 
and the village 

manager will be there to welcome you and provide a tour of the 
village and its facilities. 

To book your Try Before You Buy stay with us. please 
contact Lime Tree Village by calling 01788 211799 , emailing 
paulparker@retirementvillages.co.uk or visiting our website 
www.limetreevitlage.co.uk 



ABOVE; Cawston House - residents J exclusive clubouse and 
(below) the Try Before You Buy cottage , 



































YOUR LETTERS 



HOT DOGS IN SUMMER 


Dog was very happy to receive 
an email last month, warning of 
the dangers of leaving your dog 
in a hot car or out in the sun too 
long. 

Rescue and rehoming charities, 
veterinary associations, police, 
and welfare organisations are all 
working together this summer to 
ensure owners know the dangers 
that the warm weather can pose 
to dogs over the summer months. 

The RSPCA receives thousands of 
reports of dogs suffering from heat 
exposure every year - it equates 
to one call every hour. Already 
this summer the RSPC A have 
been called to three dogs which 
tragically died in a hot car. 

Although the animal welfare 
charity records these calls as 
heat exposure in dogs - which 
can include dogs outside who are 
suffering from the heat, or dogs in 
conservatories or caravans - the 
majority of these incidents are 
dogs in hot cars. 

Dog would like to urge all readers 
to be aware of your dog being 
exposed to too much heat this 
summer, these tragedies can be 
avoided. 

L J 






PELICAN CROSSINGS 


We had heard that pelicans like traffic 
crossings, but it now seems that collared 
doves also do! 


Many thanks to Philip 
Lucas of Banbury 
for these fantastic 
pictures. They show 
a collared dove 
nesting on some 
traffic lights in 
Adderbury recently. 


Dear Four Shires Magazine 

tjust want to say that 
we thoroughly enjoyed 
the Carrs Concert last 
month, for which we 
were the lucky winners of 
the competition which 
featured in the June issue 
of the magazine . 

We were lucky that the 
earlier showers cleared 
to reveal a sun lit evening 
showing the architecture 
In fhe Bienhetm forecourt 
at its best. The Corrs 
opened by saying they 
had always dreamed of 
playing Woodstock!! They 
played a mixture of their 
well-known songs such as 
breathless as well as some 
Irish folk songs which fuiiy 
showcased their versatility 
on different instruments. 
They were well supported 
by Jack Savoretti who 
produced a different 
brand of music that was 
equally impressive in its 
own way. 

Many thanks for the 
tickets!! 

Brian Griggs , Hook Norton 

Thanks Brian , glad you 
enjoyed the concert, 
it's always a pleasure 
offering competition 
teckets for events and it's 
great to hear our winner's 
experiences. 

Nrcfckl Griffiths from 
Mi/combe also wrote in 
to say how much she 
enjoyed her evening 
at the Ennio A/Iomcone 
concert. 



SHARP DRESSED MAN'S CAR 

American blues rockers ZZ Top 
were famously 'waltln for a 
bus' back In the 70s, perhaps 
it was because Billy Gibbons 
had lost his Pontiac Grand 




Prix in the depths of south 
Northamptonshire? It was here, 
last month that the archetypal 
US muscle car was found on the car lot 
at Nell Bridge garage near Aynho! 


Garage owner Mark Walton said: 11 I'm 
selling this lovely car on behalf of another 
customer. It seems that Billy Gibbons 
liked the car so much he autographed 
the radiator cowling. We are pretty sure 
it wasn't actually his car, but the owner 
met the ZZ top guitarist a few years ago 
and he was so impressed with the 1965 
5.2 litre V8 that he signed the engine! 1 ' 

ZZ Top are famous for their love of cars 
and motorcycles, once flying their 
'Eliminator' car over a crowd of fans at a 
Donington music festival back In the 80s. 


Mark said: "The owner 
of the car is quite 
eccentric, he also 
has a 1959 Cadillac 
with air suspension, 
a Humvee military 
vehicle and a 
stretched tank! The 
Pontiac runs like a 
dream and is. up for 
sale at just £15,000... 
the perfect car for a 
'sharp dressed man'! 
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! f m not usually 
one to brag, well, 
unless it r s about 
ELl motorcycles, 

rugby, allotment 
produce or 
photographs, but 
I feel that I really 
do have something to tell 
you all about this month, 

I have been made a VP- 


THE 

OXFORDSHIRE 

COOKBOOK 


^ The Oxfordshire 
,.-n //jTl Cook Book 

v ' y *~ has just been 
BHHK published 
and it 
features 

SSHl numerous 
restaurants, 
^ wine 

shops, delicatessens 
and fine eateries In 
Oxfordshire. Here at Four 
Shire swe have always 
been certain that we 
are in the very best 
part of the country for 
good gastronomy and 
The Oxfordshire Cook 
Book confirms this. Get 
your copy at Delicacy 
in Chipping Norton - 
featured on page 56 of 
the stocky book... 


AROUND THE SHIRES 


yes a VP, almost a VIP but 
not quite - but a VP none 
the less, I am now vice 
president of Radio Horton, 
the brilliant hospital 
radio service based at 
Banbury r s Horton General 
Hospital. Even better than 
that, my superior and 
president is the extremely 
likeable John Craven, the 
BBC presenter and ca- 
host of Counfryfife and 
one time presenter of 
children's current affairs 
programme Newsround, 

I met John at the recent 
birthday celebrations for 
Radio Horton where two 
studios were opened 
in honour of founder 
members Graham Wilton 
and Ted Hanson. Graham 


was my father and Ted 
my godfather - so it 
was nice to give a little 
continuity to proceedings 
by presenting Ray Kent, 
a long serving member 
of hospital radio, with 
the r Wilton Award' - a 
nice silver cup that has 
recently appeared from 
the depths of the Radio 
Horton cellars. Following 
the presentations, the 
Wilton and Hanson studios 
were suitably bestowed 
in red ribbon and John 
Craven snipped the 
bonds to officially open 
them for business. 

Thank you, Radio Horton. 
JW 

John Craven pic courtesy 

of Oxford Mait 



UNITED VOICES! 

Local youngsters from schools throughout Coventry, 
Warwick, Stratford and Solihull were among 2000 
children from choirs across the UK who raised the 
roof at London's famous Royal Albert Hall recently. 

The AC Academy gala concert gave children from 
mainstream and special needs schools a night 
to remember. The young singers were backed by 
musicians from London's West End and there was a 
special guest appearance from Strict// Come Dancing 
stars Kevin and Karen Clifton. 



BELL TOWER CHALLENGE HAS A NICE RING TO IT 
Thursday 8th - Sunday 11th September 


Churches and cathedrals across Coventry and Warwickshire are being challenged 
to show people the ropes by bringing to life the 400-year old tradition of English- 
style bell ringing as part of Heritage Open Days this September. The call to the 
ringing world to open up 500 sites will provide a unique opportunity for ringing 
bands across England to share the heritage hidden inside their bell towers, as well 
as their passion with millions of visitors who every year venture out to discover the 
treasures on their doorstep. Visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk to find out more. 

































ARMED FORCES DAY 

World War Two hero Bill Holmes was guest of 
honour at Banbury's Armed Forces Day Tattoo as 
the town paid tribute to the country's servicemen 
and women past and present recently. 

During a day of rain and sunshine, Fit It Holmes 
DFC, aged 95, who still lives near Banbury, 
watched the displays with pride. 

Demonstrations and displays by Banbury's Air 
Training Corps, Army Cadets, Sea Cadets and 
American Forces Cadets were part of the arena 
entertainment. 



HOSPITAL FUTURE 

Phil Mercar of BBC Radio Oxford (pictured right) 
interviewed concerned Banburians at the Oxfordshire 
Clinical. Commissioning Group's presentation at the Town 
Hall in Banbury last month. The group is interested in 
presenting plans for the future of Horton General Hospital 
and is encouraging as many as possible to partake in the 
discussion, 'The OCCG buys health services on behalf 
of everyone living in Oxfordshire.. To do this successfully 
they work with local people, Oxfordshire GPs, hospital 
clinicians and other partners, including focal government 
and those in the voluntary sector/ 



AROUND THE SHIRES 


BMWs DESCEND 

Hundreds of BMWs will 
descend on the British 


Motor Museum when it 
hosts the annual BMW Car 
Club National Festival on 
Sunday 14th 
August. The 
event, 
which is 
Europe's 
largest 
gathering of 
BMW's, will 
celebrate 
100 years of 
BMW and 
promises 
to be even 
bigger and 
better than 
before. 


CHARITY BALL SUCCESSES 

Charity ball raises £10,000 towards specialist cancer research 

Friends of a Warwickshire woman who lost her battle with cancer 
earlier this year have raised £10,000 in her memory through a 
charity ball, 

The evening, at the newly refurbished Coventry Hilton, was hosted 
by local Free Radio DJ, JD, with 21st century's answer to the 
Andrews Sisters, The Rockabelias. 
















































FIND MONKEY 
GLAND SAUCE 
IN BANBURY! 


Experiencing 

S the cuisine 
of another 
country 

^ m is at ways 
enlightening, but [ wonder 
if you have ever come 
across Steers' 'Monkey 
Giand Sauce' and 
thought to try it, writes Jess 


To most it may not seem 
an appetizing thing to 
have with your meal (rest 
assured that no monkeys 
are involved in the food 
production process), but 
the new 'Banbury South 
African Store' in Church 
Walk tells us that it is their 
best-selling product! 


AROUND THE SHIRES 


JEWELLERS OF EXCELLENCE 

Michael Jones Jewellers 
in Banbury have won a 
prestigious competition 
featuring their window 
displays. At an awards 
evening held by 
competition organisers 
'Jewellers of Excellence' 
at the East Sussex 
National Hotel, Stuart 
O'Grady was presented 
with his award and a 
magnum of champagne. 

Jewellers of Excellence 
is a consortium of 
independent jewellers that 
bring the best product 
and service to their 
customers, it is a globally 
trusted and internationally 
recognised symbol of 
quality and excellence in 
jewellery retail. 


The store, which has been 
open since December 
last year, is run by David 
Thompson and South 
African Collette Coetzer. 

The idea for the store 
evolved from Collette's 
business 'Winnie's 
Toppers and Cakes' (for 
which Collette makes 
spectacular edible 
prints for cakes) and the 
struggle to find a nearby 
store that sold products 
from her home country, 

Although the store's 
emphasis is on South 
African products, the 
tearoom, which the 
couple are hoping will 
be open this summer, 
will have British products 
as well as South African 
ones. Currently the store 


Jewellers of Excellence 
was initiated to bring 
the best in luxury 
independent retailers 
together and create an 
elite group of jewellers, 
providing only the most 
prestigious brands in the 
jewellery and watch 
industry. 



Helen Haddow of Jewellers 
of Excellence presents Stuart 
O'Grady with his award 


has a barbecue every 
Saturday where you can 
have traditional South 
African sausages such as 
Boerewors in a roll with 
onions. The store is also 
the ideal place to get 
authentic South African 
products, including 
Boerewors, Biltong, Walker 
Bay spices, Steers sauces, 
traditional homemade 
cakes, Sparkles sweets 
and Mazoe cream soda 
- as well as many more 
uniquely South African 
food and drink items! 




ALL CHANGE AT SIBFORD 


Pupils and staff at Sibford School near 
Banbury have bid farewell to head, 
Michael Goodwin, who has retired 
after 12 years at the school. The new 
head at Sibford School is Toby Spence, 


Sibford School Open Events: 

28th September , 2pm - 3.30pm: open 
afternoon focusing on provision 


for three to seven year olds; 14th 
October: Whole School Open 
Morning , for parents and children 
aged three to 18, and fhe fo/lowrng 
week 78th October 18th: Sixth Form 
Opening Evening. 


www.sibfordschool.co.uk 


retiring head, Michael Goodwin, is 
pictured with new head, Toby Spence 
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BOOKS 


THE MUSE 

Jess/e Burton 

Jessie Burton's debut novel, 

The Miniaturist was a huge 
hit and is still selling well. Her 
latest, The Muse, has received 
equally glowing reviews. 

This time her novel is set in 
London in the 60s art world 
when a young woman from 
Trinidad gets a job in an 
art gallery. The search for 
the provenance of a painting that 
conies into the gallery leads back 
to events that happened in Spain 
during the Civil War. E12.99 

VINEGAR GIRL 

Anne Tyter 

The Hogarth Shakespeare is a series 
of books where contemporary 
writers take the essence of one of 
Shakespeare's plays and set it as 
a novel in our time. The latest to 
do this is Anne Tyler whose book 
Vinegar Girt 
is a reworking 
of The Taming 
of the Shrew. 

Tyler is a 
wonderful 
writer and has 
many fans 
that are sure 
to enjoy this 
wry and witty 
book. £16.99 
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Books 


FOR YOUR 

Bookshelves 



CITY ON FIRE 

Garth Risk Ha/iberg 

Cify on Fire by 

Garth Risk Hallberg 
is a great big epic 
book, set in New 
York in 1976, there's a wealthy 
dysfunctional family, a 
murder, a policeman 
who can't quite bring 
himself to retire, a 
couple of youngsters 
disenchanted with 
life and on a self- 
destructive path and 
a firework maker. They 
are alt brought together 
with panache and 
pace to create a wholly 
satisfying read. £9.99 



LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT A 
MANIKNEW 
Susan Fletcher 

Susan Fletcher famous for Eve 
Green and the Oysfercafchers 
which were written several years 
ago has a new book out, Let Me 
Te/f You Abouf a Man 
i Knew. The man in 
question is Vincent van 
Gogh and the narrator 
is Jeanne, wife of the 
warden of the asylum 
in Provence where van 
Gogh was hospitalised 
in 1839 after an episode 
of mental illness. While 
he was there he painted 
portraits of the warden 
and of Jeanne and in 


EAST WEST STREET: ON THE 
ORIGINS OF GENOCIDE AND 
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 
Philippe Sands QC 

East West Street: On the Origins 
of Genocide and Crimes Against 
Humanity by Philippe Sands QC 
is an extraordinary book. It is 
an exploration of the origins of 
international law and the crimes 
of genocide and mass killing 
which he intertwines with his own 
family history and the events on 
the closing day of the Nuremburg 
trial. These different threads of the 
book are told with compassion and 




her research Fletcher has built up 
a picture of the months that van 
Gogh spent there 
and has written this 
novel about his time 
there. Lovers of art, 

Provence and good 
writing will enjoy this 
book. £14.99 

THE BEAR AND THE 
PIANO 
Dowd lifchfiefd 

The Bear and the Piano by David 
Litchfield is a delightful picture 
book about a bear who not only 
discovers a piano in the 
woods but teaches himself 
to play. Eventually his 
beautiful music is overheard 
by a father and son picnicking in 
the woods and Bear undertakes a 
series of concerts in venues around 
the world. As with ail good picture 
books it is the illustrations that 

convey the humour and 
the emotion of the story. 
£6.99 

Great summer reads 
chosen by Christine 
Bridger at Qid Hall 
Bookshop 
in Brackley 
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OXFORD 
TOWPATH 
TASKFORCE 

Off Rewley Road , 
Oxford 0X1 2RE 
6th August, 10am 
- 2pm 

A great way 
to meet other 
local volunteers 
and learn new 
tical skills. Tasks 
but include litter 
ng, graffiti removal, 
ling and towpath 
ovemerits. Isis Lock 
ve-minute walk on 
owpath from Hythe 
|e. 

m.LinforthtiPcanalriver 
org.uk 

TUDOR TUESDAY 

Oxford Castle 
Unlocked 9fh 
August 10.30am - 
3:30pm 

Tudor Tuesday is 
a drop in arts and 
crafts workshop 


with the opportunity 
to dress up in Tudor 
costume and try the art of 
calligraphy for Just £1 per 
child. The Tudor theme 
coincides perfectly with 
the Oxford Shakespeare 
Festival, which will a iso be 
staged in the castle yard 
throughout the summer. 

info@ ox ford castle 
unlocked , co.uk 

WARWICK GHOST WALK 

Rose and Crown , Market 
Place , Warwick CV34 4BJ 
12th August 7pm (above 
right) 

For over 1000 years 
Warwick has been 
witness to plague, torture, 
public execution, and 
murder most foul. On this 
quarterly walk of Warwick, 
you will find out more 
about the most gruesome 
events from the county 
town's rich history. E8 

www. midlandsdiscovery 
tours.co.uk 


BICESTER AND 
KIDUNGTON RAMBLERS 

Market Place, Deddington 
14th August t 2pm 

Leisurely five mile walk in 
the Deddington area. The 
leader will be Sue Curtis. 
Call 07986 813352 

RETRO AND CLASSIC CAR 
SHOW 

Warwick Market Place 
14th August, 70am -4pm 

Bring along your pre- 
1990 classic car, retro, 
commercial, scooter, bike 
or hot rod. 

Park up in Warwick's 
picturesque Market Place 
and enjoy the cars, pubs, 
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Banbury and Bicester College 


GO FURTHER 


ABOUT TO GET YOUR EXAM RESULTS? 

We’re open for enrolments, clearing, advice and guidance on A-leveJ and GCSE results days. 
It’s not too late to apply for a college programme, so if you’re thinking of changing your plans, 
come and see us: 

» Thursday IB August: 9am-12pm A-levei results day and HE clearing, 

visit: banbury-btcester.co.uk/clearing-2G1 6 

» Thursday 25 August: 9am-6pm GCSE results day and HE clearing, , 

visit: banbury-bicester.co.uk/GCSE-resufts-day 

» Friday 26 August: 9am-6pm , 


BANBURY 
AND-BICESTER 
COLLEGE 


Rand 

ACTIVATE 

LEAHN'NG 


O /BanburyandBleesterColleg® o @BBCollege 


’Knortn d^sUnadons daia 2015 
























cafes, attractions and 
many interesting shops. 
It's Tree and no pre- 
booking required! 

www. re fro wa rwic k . co.uk 

INTERACTIVE STORY TIME: 
'ONCE UPON A TIME IN 
BANBURY../ 

Ban bury Museum, 16th 
August, 2pm - 4pm 

An interactive and 
brilliant afternoon where 
famiiies get creative 
making the story props 
which will be weaved 
into a story spectacular, 


Suitable for 
famiiies with 
children aged 
4+, E3 per child. 

GEEKY GREEKS 

So/diers of 
Oxfordshire 
Museum, Park 
St f Woodstock , 
0X20 1SJV, 19th 
August, 10am - 
4:00pm 

A special holiday 'Kids 
Club/ This is a challenging 
workshop for 7-10 year 
olds. No parents! Techy 
and tactical - how did 
the Greeks rule supreme? 
E30 f booking essential, 

educa tion @sofo , org , uk 




Batsford 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Enjoy magical summer walks; browse our fantastic range of 
plants, gardening supplies and gifts and soak up the sun on the 

deck of the Garden Terrace Cafe. 

A perfect day out for all the family - dog friendly too! 




Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Vloreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire 

GL56 9AD Tel: 01386 701441 

EmaiI: arboretum@batsfordfourdation.co.uk 

www. bat sa rb.co. u k 



WARWICK REGATTA 


33 Mill Street , Warw/ck 
20th August, throughout 
the day 

This event has been held 
by Warwick Boat Club 
on the River Avon, with 
the picturesque setting 
of Warwick Castle as the 
backdrop, every year 
since 1988 following 
the reformation of the 
Rowing section in 1987 
and attracts hundreds of 
crews from around the 
country. The event is free 
to watch. 


www. warwickboatctub 
co.uk 


WARWICK ROCKS FRINGE 
FESTIVAL 


Warwick Town Centre , 28th 
August throughout the day 

This is the inaugural 
Warwick Rocks Fringe 
Festival and the festival's 
aim is to fill as many bars, 
restaurants and venues in 
Warwick with everything 
from poetry to comedy 
and music to magic. The 
day will culminate with an 
all-day stage show in the 
heart of Warwick. 


*i-]■; HBanna 
H If kr t M J 

Quality, Af rot da He Hearing Aids. 
Reliable. Expert Hearing Tests 



Hearing Tests • EarWa* Removal using 
Micro sued on • Ear Checks/Consuliation * 
Hearing Aid Servicing antf Repairs • 

Auditory Training Programmes a Hearing Aio 
Demons':rations # Cleaning & Maintenance * 
None Protection * Impression Service 


Call us teday on 0S45 &B0 1227 for your 
Risk Free 30 Day Trial 
Arrange ytaur assessment today! 



Audiology Dept, Horton Hospital, London Road, Banbury OX 16 SAL 






Audiology Dept, John Raddifie Hospital, Headley Way, Oxford 0X3 9DU 


imfo@jamesheajing.com wvAV.jamesheajitw.com 














































OUT AND ABOUT 



OXFORD PROMS - 
CONCERTO CLASSICS 

She/d oni an Theatre, Oxford 
20th August, 7.30pm 

A wonderful collection 
of music spanning genre, 
offering something for 
all those interested in 
concerto classics. Tickets 
from £10. 

oxfordproms@gmaii.com 

JEZ LOWE 

Tiddy Half , Shipton Road f 
A s cot f- Under- Wych woo d 
0X7 6AG, 20th August, 8pm 

Sony Academy Award 
winning songwriter Jez 
Lowe, from County 


heney Travel 


v 




’( 




A modem first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 

y ™-.- u - 


MJ Mol 

Bl, Ull . I1IJIKM 


14-70 seat coaches available 




Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
www cheneycoaches.co.uk travel@cheneycoaches.co.uk 
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Durham, has built an 
enviable reputation as a 
songwriter and performer 
in the world of acoustic 
music. Support from Philip 
Murray Warson. Tickets 
from £10. 

wych wo odfolkclub @zo h o . 
com 

BANBURY FOOD FAIR 

Banbury Market Place , 21st 
August 10.30am - 4.30pm 

Celebrate the wide range 
of high quality food and 
drink produced in the 
town and surrounding 
area. Expiore the art of 
food and drink-making . 



PEACE IN THE PARK - THE 
FESTIVAL OF SPIRIT 

Global Retreat Centre, 
Nuneham Park 0X44 
9PG, 27th - 29th August , 
10:30am-7pm 

A family friendly festival 
with a big heart, offered 
without charge as a 
labour of love by authors, 
artists, musicians, speakers 
and volunteers. 

CANARY GIRLS 

Foundry Wood, Princes 
Drive , Team/ngfon Spa 27fh 
August, 1.30pm 

The fantastic Mikron 
Theatre Company will be 
performing Canary Girls. 
No booking but arrive 
early to secure a place! A 
collection will be taken 
after the show. 


Relationship 


■MraKO mm i 


We offer clear legal 
advice and real 
solutions 






Patrick Mu lea re 

£ pmutcare@se-lawxo.uk . , 

T 01295 204000 spratt endicott 

www.sedaw.co.uk SOLICITORS 












































Beachborough parents 
and staff enjoyed a 
superb summer ball 
recently, held in a 
marquee in the stunning 
grounds of the school. 
The ball had a Wickedly 
Wigged theme this 
year with many parents 
arriving in very creative 
head attire. The DJ had 
everyone boogying 
away until the early 
hours before carriages 
home. A fabulous 
evening!' 

left: Beachborough 
G appjes, Mrs Plummer, 

Mrs PMf/ps and Mr and Mrs 
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Whybrow 

7; Mr and Mrs Banks 
fS each borough 
School Headmaster 
and his wife): 2: Mr 
& Mrs Lee, Mr & Mrs 
Morgan, Mr & Mrs 
Bur snail 


Beachborough Ball 


3: Mrs Barra tt (Beachborough Cha/r of 
Governors^) with Mr Bone and Mr & Mrs Phelps 
4: Mrs Stephenson, Mrs Walker, Mrs Gurney , 
Mrs Wood, Mrs Bymer, and Mrs Burnham: 

5: Mr & Mrs Bird; 6; Mr & Mrs Bridge: 7: Mr & Mrs 
Daniels: 8: Mr & Mrs Hall: 9: Mr & Mrs Goodrich; 

70; Mr & Mrs Havard; 7 T: Mr & Mrs Newman; 
i T 2: Mr St Mrs Noble and Mr St Mrs Mumane ; 

L 73; Mrs & Mrs McCa/fum; 74; Mr & Mrs Pullin 
1 and Mr & Mrs Lester; 75; Mr & Mrs rredwe/l 
I and Mr & Mrs Stephenson; 76; Mr and Mrs 
1 Tuthilt - 
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Truly a care home 

with a difference ... 

A slate of Ike art 45-bed luxury care home, providing the highest quality 
residential and n ursing care, with single en-suite rooms enjoying extensive views 

“Everything was just as good as you said it would be, and more.” 


Cuds well Park i.s a state-of-the-art cart? 
residence the like of which is difficult to 
find elsewhere. Providing luxury service and 
exceptional nursing care our 45 en-suite 
rooms and ten apartments enjoy extensive 
views over our eight acres of grounds. 

If you are looking for a care residence 
for vourself. a relative or a friend yotir 
choice should be based on the finer 
details. Situated lii the picturesque tillage 
of Bloxham in North Oxfordshire our 
spacious, purpose-built environment 
with wheelchair access throughout the 
gardens boasts one of the best restaurants 
in the area. 

Created with you in mind, two founder 
directors work full-time at Godswell Park 
and. together with the registered manager, 
work Ceaselessly to promote our residents’ 
best interests. Godswell Park was founded 
on the ethos that it should be a place where 
their own relatives would wish to stay. Our 
residents know tit at tbev can discuss anv 
aspect of their care or life at Godswell Park 
with the directors or the registered manager 
at am time, meaning decisions can he made 
on the spot without delay. 


At Godswell Park we believe Lhat our nursing 
and care staff should be entirely responsible 
For the physical and social tare of our 
residents without having to clean rooms 
and launder clothes. We have specialist 
hotel services staff to take care of those 
details, ensuring that nothing is overlooked. 
Godsw ell Park employs nearly 100 staff, 
ensuring that we have one of the highest 
staff to resident ratios in die country. 

We believe strongly in the promotion of 
our residents' independence arid mobility 
wherever possible. Our eight acre grounds 
include an extensive landscaped garden that 
is fully accessible to all residents, w hether 

if 

it be resting in the shade of a tree, painting 
watercolours in our summerhouse or just 
watching our flock of soav sheep. Our Sun 
Therapy Room is ideal for winter afternoons 
and our three day rooms are perf ect for 
meeting friends or taking afternoon lea. 

Our 10-seat cinema shows a variety of films 
and dvds, chosen by residents. 

These are your golden veal's - it’s lime Lo 
enjov them] Our food is locally sourced 
wherever possible and cooked to order so 
that meals can tie enjoyed either in our glass 


fronted dining room which opens on to the 
terrace or in the privacy of vour own room. 
Adjacent is the light-lilled conservatory - 
ideal for a glass of sherry before huich or 
to read the papers or partake in one of our 
formal afternoon leas. 

At Godswell Park everything has been 
created to accommodate one’s mdiviilu.il 
needs, and this includes the furnishings. 
Each room is arranged to vour specific 
requirements, including personal items of 
furniture at your request, and benefits from 
die luxury of space and plenty of natural 
s tin light. Throughout the residence we have 
armchairs in a variety of heights and sizes, a 
library' corner and numerous sealing areas 
inside and out where you can enjov die 
company of family and friends. 

Choosing to take up residence at Godswell 
Park is about improving your quality of life 
and providing you with the opportunity to 
remain as independent as you wish. 

“Godswell Park is a care home that 
simply refuses to fit the mould - 
truly a care home with a difference” 



GODSWELL PARK 


ww\v. godswellpark.co.uk 



Emai i: info @ gods we 11 park. co. u k 


"Godswell Park is a care home that 
simply refuses to fit the mould — truly 
a care home with a difference. ” 


Tel: 01295 724000 


GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, BLOXHAM. OXFORDSHIRE OX15 1ES 
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Barry Whitehouse 
of The Artery in Parsons Street 
www.thearteryonline.CG.uk 

THE BENEFITS OF SHOPPING LOCALLY 

During the recent recession, art shops nationally 
went into decline as more 'savvy' shoppers left 
their traditional bricks and mortar suppliers in 
favour of online shopping with a belief that the 
internet hod all the benefits of retail shopping all 
carried out from the comfort of your own home. 
Many shops downsized or closed altogether. 
However, lately, traditional art materials shopping 
has seen a resurgence as more and more people 
recognise the benefits. 

What are the benefits? 

Just being able to handle a product rather than 
view it on □ screen has multiple benefits. In a 
virtual world it is hard to feel thickness, texture, 
or to see the exact colour, atl of which can be 
discovered within seconds of being able to 
handle it. 

The benefits of being able to ask for advice on a 

product may be found online, but can take a lot of 
searching, particularly if you do not know exactly 
what you're looking for. Many American terms are 
very different to the names of items over in the 
UK. Your local art shop owner however, may be 
able to answer these queries straight away as they 
delve into their own knowledge and experience. 

There are social benefits to shopping locally. Being 

an artist is often a solitary existance, but visiting 
your local art shop and talking to others with a 
similar interest will improve how you work. Whilst 
there you may meet other artists and be able to 
share ideas and discuss future projects. 

Art shops offer a communal hub for all artists. They 
offer a space to buy materials, seek advice and 
to show off your successes. Hopefully you will 
leave feeling valued and enthused. The earliest art 
shops were set up by the likes of Winsor & Newton, 
Rowney, and Reeves, some as early as 1783 and 
are names we are still familiar with today. A well- 
used shop is one that is set for success, and whilst 
there is nothing wrong with purchasing online, still 
show your support in your local art shop and help 
them thrive too. 



BASIC ART 
SUPPLIES TO HELP 
GET YOU STARTED 


Walking into an 
art shop can he a 
minefield as there is 
so much choice. It 
can be impossfb/e fo 
know where to start. 


Here are my fop tips for buying the basics: 

1. Start out with the best you can afford. It is often a 
mistake to buy the cheapest items and then upgrade 
when you improve. Cheaper items may not have the 
same pigment, or quality and may in fact hinder your 
progress* If in doubt, start off with mid-range items. 
Most of the bigger name brands have three ranges - a 
budget range, a 'student 1 range, and artistic quality 
items. 


2, Find an all-rounder paper. Bockingford watercolour 
paper can be used for watercolours, acrylics, pastels, 
and pen and ink. Using it will save you having to 














purchase a pad for every 
medium you want to try. 

A good weight is 300gsm, 
and choose a cold- 
pressed (NOT) surface. 

It will certainly keep the 
costs down, and you can 
paint on both sides. For 
practice paper, Goldline 
produce a 100 sheet 
lighter weight watercolour 
paper pad for around £16. 

3. Limit your colour 
choice. It is better to 
learn how to mix colours 
from a limited palette 
than to rely purely on 
the wide range of colour 
choices available. No 
matter what medium you 
want to try whether it is 
watercolours, acrylics, 
or oil paints, far greater 
harmony will be achieved 
in your work with fewer 
colours. I recommend 
the following colours to 
get you started: lemon 
yellow, cadmium yellow, 


cadmium red, alizarin 
crimson, ultramarine blue, 
cerulean blue, yellow 
ochre, burnt sienna, and 
white (not needed for 
watercolours). As long as 
you have a warm and a 
cool tone in each colour it 
will give you a wide range 
of mixes. From the colours 
above it is possible to 
make several thousand 
colour mixes (including 
glazing). 

4. Don't get bogged down 
with brushes. An easy 
mistake when starting 
out is to buy the biggest 
brush set you can get, 
only to find after a few 
months that you are only 
using the same few over 
and over again. Instead 
choose wisely and get 
Just four of five brushes. 

I would go with a large, 
flat (1 -2”), a large round 
brush, a smaller round 
brush, a detail brush 


d 


Here is a directory 
of some your local 
independent bricks and 
mortar art shops . Why not 
pay them a visit? 

THE ARTERY 

21 Parsons Street, 
Banbury, 0X16 5LY, 

01295 275150, www. 
thearteryonline.co. u k 

BROAD CANVAS 

20 Broad Street, Oxford, 
OX1 3AS, 01865 244025, 
www.broadcanvas.net 

KENDRICK STREET 
GALLERY 

20 Kendrick Street, 

Stroud, GL5 1AA, 

01453 756936, www. 
kendric kstreetgallery. 
co.uk 

PICTURESQUE 
FRAMING & ART 
SUPPLIES 

4B Smith Street, Warwick, 

CV34 4JA, 01926 495589, 


www.picturesque- 

warwick.co.uk 

CHROME YELLOW 
ARTS LTD 

38B High Street, 
Leamington Spa, CV31 
1LW, 01926 338491, 
www.chromeyellow.org 

STRAND ARTS 

12 Grosvenor 
Street, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL52 
2SG, 01242 253907, www. 
strandarts.co.uk 

ARTYS ART SHOP 

129 Station Road, 
Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire, HP7 
OAH, 01494 728121 

COTSWOLD ART 

SUPPLIES 

Church Street, Stowe- 
on-the-Wold, GL5 !BB # 
01451 83Q522, www. 
cotswoldartsupplies.com 






or rigger, and a filbert 

shaped brush. Nylon is 
more affordable and can 
be used for any medium. 

You can probably get 
set up with all the basics 
with a budget of around 
£35.00, and as long 
as you look after your 
purchase they will last 
quite a while. The only 
thing you will need to 
replace often is your 
paper. 
















ooky’sPint Sized Puller 


First Lorry - 1904 \t***f*Lma*i 



With a top speed of 20mph and 
fuel economy of 25kg of coat for 
a day's steaming, the half size 
Hook Norton steam lorry built by 
Richard Coleman of Shenington 
certainly seems a little out of place 
in today's fast paced world. 

The Foden 'C' type, took a suitably 
long time to build, with Richard 
taking four years to complete the 
machine. 

The steam wagon has been 
painted in Hook Norton livery, 
mimicking a truck that was 
used at the famous brewery at 
the turn of the century. Whilst not 
exactly the same model, the Foden 
represents a steam engine very 
similar to the Hook Norton machine. 

The wonderfully intricate model 
was put together from plans from a 
Daventry company and the ornate 
woodwork finished off by Richard's 
brother Thomas who works nearby, 

Richard commented: “\ have 
chatted with James Clarke (of the 
brewery) and we wiil he displaying 
the truck at their open day. He /rices 
fhe colours and was very helpful 
in providing information for the 
pattern . f am looking forward to a 
pint or fwo of Hooky in returnl" 
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RECOLLECTIONS 

Three artists' whose pracf/ce exp/ores narratives 

The Worth Waft Arts Centre, Summerfown 0X2 7 JN 
2nd - 26th August , Warn (right) 

This exhibition is about recovering memory through 
artefacts and presenting contrasting responses in 
paint, ceramics and print. 

Sonia Boue: Story telling around objects allows Sonia 
to be both autobiographical and to comment on 
the wider picture as she sees it. 

Claudia Figueiredo paints and produces collages on 
wood, appropriating old and making new surfaces. 
Colour and form and texture are captured on the 
flat plane, memories are jogged and new narratives 
made. 

Rose Wallace: Her unique ceramic figures are 
crafted from casts of contemporary packaging and 
discarded domestic ephemera.. 

www.theb/gorangem. com 


BEAUTY AND THE 
BEACH 


Northampton 
Museum and 
Art Gallery, 
Guildhail Road, 
Northampton 
NN1 1DP t Until 28 
August (right) 


exhibition explores 
the style, design 
and inspiration of 
women's swimwear 
during the 1940s, 50s 
and 60s. Through the 
display of bathing 
suits, two-pieces 
and bikinis, the exhibition 
highlights the changing 
shape and coverage 
of swimwear alongside 
our changing attitudes 
towards the body. 


VENTURE INTO THE 
INTERIOR 


TEXTILES GROUP 
SHOWCASE 


Museum of Oxford , St. 
Aldates, Oxford 0X1 1BX 
2nd - 30th August , 70am - 
4:30pm (above) 

Jim Vincent's subjects are 
mostly domestic interiors 
but also reflect an Interior 
state of mind, very often 
inspired by literature. The 
prints are produced by a 
digital computer tablet 
and stylus which enables 
the artist to obtain 
wonderful, vivid and 
unusual colour effects. 
www.museum@oxford. 
gov. uk 

ART IN THE PARK FESTIVAL 


The Mill Arts Centre, 
Banbury. 9fh August - 4th 
October (above) 

The Mill is proud to present 
a diverse showcase of 
work by students of its 
popular textile classes. 

The centre runs three 
regular textile workshops 
aimed at all ability 
levels. The exhibition Is a 
culmination of a year’s 
worth of project work. 
Diverse and vibrant, this is 
a must see show. 


REBEL REBEL 


Reload Gallery , Augusta 
Place t Leamington 
Spa , 27fh August - 10th 
September 

Charity art 
exhibition inspired 
by the life of 
David Bowie, 
featuring some 
of the best of 
contemporary 
and urban artists. 


www. themiliartscentre 
co.uk 


Royal Leamington Spa, 

6th - 7fh August (right) 

The festival returns to 
Jephson Gardens in 
Leamington Spa and 
promises to be even more 
spectacular than last year! 

www. artinpark.co. uk 
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www.hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk Telephone 01295 817777 

49 Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 5NB enquiries*® hollowaysauctioneers.co.uk 











right: Jenny 
Brook, 
Jewellery 
Designer; 
Miliary Roberts, 
photographer; 
Gabrielle 
Rucinski - 
Artis# Maker/ 
Glass/Metal/ 
Porcelain ; 
Bryon 
B Kelly 
(below), 
artist 



ARTS & ANTIQUES 


WARWICKSHIRE OPEN STUDIOS 

Warwickshire's largest free annual arts event took place last month. 

More than 250 local artists and designer makers opened their doors across 
Warwickshire and Coventry to the general public. 

There were beautiful homes, studios, workshops and gardens, all filled with 
the finest quality paintings, ceramics, sculptures, jewellery, textiles, glass 
and furniture. All were open for art lovers to enjoy. 

#op, from left: firs# venue - T#ie Cour# House, Warwick: visitor to WOS admiring 
work by artist Sue Lay; PMpp Sfummer fEarthlVoodCrofts and Armando 
Magnmo fArmando Magnlno fme Furniture) 

below: work by Dovid Heaton and Nicola Roberts Ceramics 
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EDDINGS 




DRESS TO IMPRESS 


ffnd a wedding dress to complement your shape 

You have probably been dreaming about this moment since you were a 
little girl. The day when you walk into a bridal boutique to play more than 
just 'dress-up r with the most important and expensive dress of your life, writes 
Cathy Black. 

If you are shopping for your wedding dress in the traditional way r it is 
important to know what shape would best suit your body. You can then add 
any theme or colours into the mix in order to find your perfect gown. 

Your dress shape is the key to everything and your local bridal boutique or 
dressmaker will be able to guide you. 

Knowing my shape and precisely what I wanted, I was delighted when my 
mother-in-law offered to hand make a gown to my design. I can hear the 
gasps now: you entrusted your wedding gown to your mother-in-law? I 
didn't see the finished garment until two weeks before the big day. It was a 
massive leap of faith, but it was also the best decision for me, resulting in a 
beautiful, bespoke gown, made by one of the most special people in my life. 




HOURGLASS 

Top and bottom halves are perfectly 
balanced, with a very defined waist. 

Dress Dos: Pick a dress that 
accentuates your waist, as this will 
show off your best asset. Two-piece 
gowns will enhance an hourglass 
figure. You will also look great in 
corset dresses, sweetheart necklines 
and bodices which all emphasise 
a fuller bust. If you Ye a bit more 
curvaceous, try a trumpet style dress, 
A-line dresses with a dropped waist 
will also show off a balanced figure. 

Dress Don Is; Avoid empire-line 
silhouettes and ball gowns. 

TRIANGLE SHAPE 

Wider at the top of your body, with 
hips narrower than your shoulders. 

Dress Dos: A V-neck dress works well 
to cover up wider shoulders. Opt 
for thick straps and scoop or wide 
necklines. Sleeves are great for 
covering wider shoulders, and 
are perfect for winter weddings. 

26 A LOUR SHIRES AUGUST 2016 
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Add interesting details, such as 
embroidery and bows, around the 
middle and bottom of your dress, as 
this encourages the eye downwards. 

Dress Donls: Puffed sleeves and 
halter or off-the-shoulder necklines 
will draw attention to your shoulders. 

APPLE SHAPE 

Full breasts, a bit of a tummy and a 
rounder bum and hips. 

Dress Dos: An empire-line dress will 
de-emphasise your waist giving you 
a leaner look. A ball gown will cover 
up all those body areas you're not 
so keen on. An A-line dress with a 
dropped waist will also look great. 

Dress DonYs: Princess-line and 
basque dresses draw too much 
attention to your middle, and a 
sheath will make you look heavier. 
Avoid spaghetti straps which can 
cut into your shoulders. 

PEAR SHAPE 

Smaller on top than the bottom, with 
hips wider than your shoulders. 


Dress Dos: Princess style dresses 
disguise fuller hips and put the 
focus on your better half, balancing 
your torso and bust. Strapless boll 
gowns work like princess dresses, 
emphasising all your best bits. 

Empire line dresses are also a great 
choice. 

Dress Don Ys; Avoid tiered, trumpet 
and mermaid style dresses which 
emphasis your bottom. Sheaths are 
also unflattering. 

SLIM FIGURE 

Short or tail, you hove a ballerina's 
figure, with an undefined waist. 

Dress Dos: A sheath will flatter your 
slender shape. Slim is one of the few 
shapes that can get away with a 
high neckline, A ball gown with a 
fitted bodice and full skirt will create 
the illusion of curves. Delicate 
embroidery and beading can also 
create a more curvy silhouette. 

Dress Don'ts: Avoid portrait off-the- 
shoulder or halter necklines if your 
collarbone is too bony. 

VERY TALL OR VERY PETITE 

If you have a tiny frame, 5' 1and 
under, keep it simple with unbroken 
contours and minimal fabric to 
elongate your figure. A sheath is 
perfect. Narrow A-line dresses also 
work well for petite brides. 

Tall brides with the height of a 
catwalk model can carry off almost 
any dress style other than an empire 
fine which can look a little like a 
tent. Apart from this, just pick the 
one you love the most! 
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WATERMANS 

G O MIS M I T H $ 


With this ring I thee wed... 


No one can actually say for certain when 
the tradition of exchanging wedding bands 
actually started, it is believed that the 
ancient Egyptians exchanged bands made 
out of reeds, flowers and other plants, these 
were eventually replaced with more durable 
materials like leather, wood, bone and ivory. 

liis also believed that the Romans introduced the 
idea of using precious metals like gold and silver to 
form the bands, 

M ore recently the wedding band has grown to 
symbolise love, commitment and unity. 

•f r J 

At Watermans our Goldsmiths have been designing 
and hand making unique jewellery', exquisite 
engagement rings, wedding bands and eternity 
rings in our workshops in Parsons Street in the 
centre of Banbury s old town for over 25 years. 

We also understand the importance of the 
wedding hand and what it symbolises and believe 


that no compromise he made in its design or 
construction. We therefore use the methods and 
skills handed down over generations alongside the 
very latest technologies available to produce your 
perfect ring. 

As modern traditions suggest, the wedding hand 
is worn alongside the engagement ring, usually 
the rings will sit againsL each other without any 
problem, but occasionally we find it necessary 
to shape the wedding band to lit snugly against 
the engagement ring. This is no problem as we 
specialise in making wedding hands to fit. 

Alongside our design and manufacturing service we 
also stock a wide range of wedding hands, ranging 
from the more traditional timeless classics to hold 
and striking modern designs. 

Why not visit us and let us help you make your 
dream ring a reality. 


50 Parsons Street, Banbury, 0X16 5NB 

mail: infci@Avatermansgoldsmiths.co.uk Tel: 01295 269210 www;water man sgoldsmithsxo 
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Handfasting 


Celebrant Judy Mansfield 
offers the beautiful, 
symbolic gesture of 
handfasting within her 
wedding ceremonies. 

This can provide a 
wonderful extra element, 
which will add meaning 
to your wedding day. 
Handfasting is an ancient 
tradition, which involves 
tying cords or ribbon 
around joined hands. 

Its origins lie in times 
gone by, when a priest 
would have had to cover 
many parishes, often on 
foot and across unmade 
roads. This would mean 
that it could be many 
months before the priest 
visited your parish again. 
Whatever was a young 
couple in love to do? 

This is where handfasting 
came in. 


would suit the style 
of, not only your 
ceremony, but also 
your day. 

If you are interested 
in using this ancient 
tradition and 
symbolism within 
your own wedding 
then please do get 
in touch with Judy 
at www.cherish^ 
ceremonies.co.uk 

NB: It is always 
a good idea to 
contact your 
Registrar with any 
intentions for your 
ceremony and they 
will be happy to 
guide you with what 
you can and cannot 
do. 




The village elder would 
literally tie a couple's 
hands together, with a 
blessing. This would then 
give them the right to live 
together for 'a year and 
a day' or until the priest 
passed by again. 

Handfasting is used in 
both religious and secular 
ceremonies. It is where 
the phrases 'bonds of holy 
matrimony' and dying the 
knot' come from. 

You may have seen a 
handfasting in church, 
when the priest wraps 
his stole around the 
couple's joined hands. 

It was also used at HRH 
Prince William and Kate's 
wedding back in 2011, 

During your wedding 
you can either choose 
to have your own 
personalised handfasting 
cords, which can use your 
choice of colours and 
fabrics, or alternatively 
your celebrant will be 
able suggest colours that 




3& Independent Civil Celebrant & 

3c Providing beautiful ceremonies tailor-made for you 3c 

www.cherisli-cereTTionies.co.iik * 07713 278699 
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Wh/fe, cream and 
ivory - these are the 
traditional choices tor 
your most important 
dress. But what if a white 
wedding is not reaiiy 
for you? Over time, all 
boundaries have been 
pushed and the choice 
for bridal gowns has 
changed, making gold 
and silver more popular. 
20 years ago you would 
have been considered 
a fairly radical bride to 
be married in blue, pink 
or even red . But today, 
even black can be seen 
in the aisle. And why 
not? Colour can lift your 
dress and brighten a 
grey day - and let's face 
it, we cannot guarantee 
bright blue skies in 
England, even at the 
height of summerf 

If a wedding in full colour 
makes you smile there 
are plenty of dresses to fit 
the bill. If you're planning 
a beach wedding in a 
tropica/ climate, you 
could consider blues 
and greens to reflect 
the sparkle of the sea. 

A Christmas wedding 
makes red the obvious 
choice. But if your heart's 
desire is pink or orange, 
simply go for it. it's your 
day after all! 

opt for a brightly coloured 
sash if you don't dare 
go all the way ; deep 
dusky t pinks will give your 
wedding a vintage feel; 
subtle colour within a 
beautiful princess gown 
will make you feel a 
million dollars... take a 
look at jdbridai.co.uk and 
dressityme.net for well 
priced gowns in a huge 
variety of colours... some 
of the gowns featured 
here are priced under 
£ 200! 








n 



30 


& SHIRES 

MAGAZINE 


AUGUST 2016 


































































































AUGUST 2016 


5 HIRES' 31 


WEDDINGS 


Try a gown with 
dramatic colour 
contrasts t such 
as a pure white 
gown with jet biack 
embroidery , ora 
gown with a iong 
bridal train covered 
in iliac flowers: 
stay pretty in lace 
and fhe pa/esf of 
blues with beautiful 
beading and a 
wide satin sash; 
stun the crowd 
with a full skirted 
biack gown - white 
embellishments wil 
keep a dark gown 
looking truly bridal ; 
if you're daring 
enough to go for a 
really vibrant colour, 
team the green w/th 
plenty of flounces 
and frills for a fun 
look t or go regal with 
deep dark reds , and 
if you still feel that 
full colour is nof for 
you but would /ove 
fo make a statement 
in a dress that's 
nof gu/fe wh/fe, fry 
a heavily beaded 
warm, gold gown, 
such as fh/s mermaid 
floor length wedding 
dress from dressdo. 
co.uk at under E200 
- you'// wear it again 
and again\ 
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What to do Next... 


When your wedding day 
is oven you are likely to 
be left with ail of the 
lovely touches that made 
your ceremony and 
reception so wonderful. 
You have to decide what 
to do with these precious 
mementoes that seemed 
so essential just a few 
days ago. Here are a few 
ideas that may help... 

WEDDING DRESS: 

Preserve it: Traditionally, 
most brides opt to 
preserve their gown and 


this will protect not only 
the gown, but all the 
memories that come 
along with it. 

Repurpose it: A relatively 
new trend for brides, 
repurposing their dress to 
make christening gowns, 
baby bedding, or dress- 
up ctothes for little girls. 

Donate it: There are so 
many brides planning 
weddings that are unable 
to afford the gown of 
their dreams. This may be 
your chance to help. 



Destroy it: For those with 
an artistic eye and open 
mind, a less-traditional 
option would be to 
destroy your gown and 
capture it on film. Many 
photographers offer post¬ 
wedding photo shoots 
that include jumping into 
the sea, amongst other 
things, in your once- 
treasured gown! 

DECORATIONS 

Quirky decorations or 
finishing touches could 
be sold. The likelihood is 
that if you love them then 
someone else will too. 


WEDDING SHOES 

Why not have them 
professionally dyed so 
that you can wear them 
again? 

FLOWERS 

You could gift your 
blooms to close family 
who have helped you 
with your day, they will 
love it and you will know 
they are going to a good 
home. Or consider having 
them dried so you can 
keep them forever. 

BUNTING 

You coufd either keep 
this to decorate your 
home at Christmas time 
or why not donate it to a 
local country fete group, 
they are almost always 
volunteer and donation 
run so you can be sure 
it will find a great new 
purpose. 

BALLOONS 

Simply give them to your 
younger guests! 




The Tythe Barn 


'nU 


A BEAUTIFUL 14TH CENTURY THATCHED BARN fN A PRIVATE LOCATION 


Breathtaking outdoor civil ceremonies • Personal professional and flexible approach 
Intimate candlelit indoor weddings and receptions • Brand new bridal preparation area ‘The Nook’ 
Superior quality sound and lighting • Unrivalled bride and groom crash pad 
Uber cool, luxury seating inside and out • Wood fired oven 


WWW.TNETYTHEBARN.CO.uk • TEL: 01669 321442 
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Weddings flowers are an 
integral part of the whole 
look for your big day. They 
can unite the bride and 
groom’s side of the famity 
and will be admired by 
both the big and little 
people in your wedding 
party. 

But with so many blooms 
to choose from it is 
certainly not the easiest 
part of the wedding to 
plan, particularly if you 
are not partially green 
fingered. A good place to 
start when thinking about 
wedding flowers is to 
look at those blooms that 
are in season at the time 
that you will be getting 
married. This will not only 
mean that they will be 
at their best but it will 
also help keep the costs 
down. 








Here is a guide to our fop 
picks each month: 


Daffodil, iris, orchid 
paphionopedilum, 
sunflowers, stock, peonies 

JULY 

Zinnia (4), afstromeria, 
calfa green goddess, 
daffodil, freesia, lisianthus 


NOVEMBER 

Calla Itly, gerbera, iris, 
paper whites (6), peonies, 
stephonotis 

DECEMBER 

Poppies, gardenias, 
larkspur, roses, tulips, snap 
dragon 


Blooming 


JANUARY 


Ranunculus, qlstromeria, 
calla Illy (1), dahlias, 
delphimium, gerbera 


FEBRUARY 


Hydrangea, iris, kangaroo 
paw, larkspur, lisianthus 
(2), magnolia 


MARCH 


Freesia, cornflower, lillium 
stargazer, roses, scablosa, 
snap dragon (3) 


A 


PRIL 


Tulip, mini polymin, 
peonies, stock, sunflowers, 
lillium casablanca 


Gerbera, orchid 
cymbidium, paper whites, 
roses, tulips 


Hyacinthus, fillium 
stargazer. Iris, alstromeria 
(5), roses 


Stock, delphimium, 
liatris, orchid polymin (6), 
sunflowers, snapdragon 


Magnolia, pussy willow, 
snap dragon, roses 
(above), gerbera, 
sunflowers 
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Crockwell 

the venue 

that’s a world away 


OPEN EVENING 

Tuesday 18th October 2016, 6pm - 9pm 
Contact us to book your place on 01327 361358 

www, cro r k we Ilf arm. co. u k 




* , 





n 


t, 01295 270681 
w. Iud 0 rph 0 t 09 raphy.c 0 .uk 

faceboo k.com flu dorp hole 
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UNIQUE 

weddin gs 

Wedding season is in 
full swing and it's more 
than likely that if you 
are planning your own 
wedding, you have a list 
of invitations from friends 
and family who are also 
getting married in the 
not too distant future. So 
how do you set your own 
wedding apart from the 
rest and ensure that it is 
remembered as a great 
occasion, not just by 
yourselves, but by your 
guests too? 

Here are a few top tips 
that won't break the 
bank for achieving a truly 
unique wedding. 

PERSONALISE 

Start by thinking about 
what characterises your 
relationship- what hobbies 
do you have and how 
do you spend your time? 
Then... 





























































PICK A THEME 

Memorable weddings 
will follow a certain 
theme that reflects 
your personalities; 
which involves showing 
continuity from beginning 
(invitation) right through 
the wedding to the 
final 'thank you’ cards. 
You may choose a 
very specific theme, 
for example recently 
at Crockwell Farm in 
Eydon a Lego themed 
wedding look place! But 
it doesn't need to be; 
you may be aiming for 


formal elegance, relaxed 
romance or city chic but 
whatever you choose, try 
to stick to it. 

CHOOSE A FLEXIBLE 
VENUE 

The more flexible your 
venue is, the more 
chance you have of 
creating a very personal 
experience, for you 
and your guests. Having 
access to the venue well 
in advance (the day 
before the wedding) is 
hugely helpful if you are 
hoping to add those 
personal touches. 




DO YOUR RESEARCH 


When it comes to 
decorating, there's a 
wealth of ideas out there 
especially through the 
internet and if you have 
time to search, you will be 
able to find those touches 
that provide delight and 
conversation for your 
guests from Interesting 
reception drinks to table 
favours, photo booths 
and decorations. 


Many thanks (o Crockwell 
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KEEPING IT local 


Finding wedding attire has never 
been easier with our locai wedding 
suppliers stocking stunningly 
beautiful bridal gowns to wow your 
guests and suave suits for perfectly 
turned out grooms. Look no further 
than your local high street to find the 
best of tailoring and couture. 


The suits and gowns on these pages 


* 


* 


are all available locally. 


Henry's of Banbury has been providing the 
finest quality menswear since its founding 
in 1953, and remains family-run to this day 
and stocks an extensive range of classic 
and contemporary outfits for weddings, 
black tie events {including school proms), 
or any occasions that require a smart suit. 


They also offer a made-to-measure service, with a 
huge selection of fabrics available, allowing you to 
personalise your suit down to the lining and buttons of 
your choice. 



52, High Street, Bun bury, Oxon, OX Hi 5JJ 

01295 251044 

www.lienrysofbanhury.com 




MENSWEAR TO HIRE OR PURCHASE 


Sugar and Spice Brides in Brackley offers an individual 
service by only booking in one bride at a time so 
you will have 
the boutique to 
yourself. Here you 
will have undivided 
attention during your 
visit to view their 
beautiful selection 
of wedding gowns, 
bridesmaid dresses, 
and accessories 
from the collections 
of Catherine Parry, 

Phil Collins Bridal, 

Victoria Kay and the 
award winning plus 
size range Sonsie by 
Veromia. 
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HENRY'S 


52 High Street, Banbury 
Calf 01295 251044 or 
visif ffreir webs/fe at: 
www.henrysofbanbury. 
com 


SUGAR AND SPICE 
BRIDES: 


Draymans Walk, 

Brackfey. Caff 01280 

308169 or visit their 

w/ebsffe af: 

www, s uga ra ndsp ice 

brides.co.uk 
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pftofos; Darren Merriman 


above: bridesmaids 
Marce Fredericks , Hay ley 
Faulkner f Kay lie Ferrer , 
Fmiiy Maw/e & Malzie 
Bond 

left, from lop: Lucy Gilkes 
& Fony Hopper; flower 
girls: Emily Horring & 
Maizey Jack: Joe Sauce, 
Marce Fredericks, Phfl 
Ferrer & Kayiie Ferrer - a 
surprise arch of pitchforks 
with Andrew Fox, Tom 
Barton , Ray Hea fh. Ton 
Lovell r Maffhew Borer & 
Paul Churchit/ 

be/owr rrghf; Beth Hopper & 
Kayiie Ferrer and wedding 
party guests 
















































left: Kelly Hawley and Laura Eyre 
below : the bride, Beth Hopper 


Beth Rogers and Tony Hopper 
married recently at St Marys Church 
Adderbury. A marquee reception 
was held at Tony's family farm in 
Adderbury with a beautiful water 
feature constructed with a digged 
(pic bottom right) There was surprise 
entertainment with an Elvis Presley 
impersonator and an Irish pop r rock, 
country band for the evening. Beth 
travelled to church in her father's 
truck and the groom travelled in a 
very impressive new tractor. Both 
bride and groom have come from 
farming backgrounds, so the farming 
theme for the day was quite apt. 

Following the wedding and 
honeymoon the couple have set up 
home in Charlton, Northants. 
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THE BIG 

^ Countdown 




WHAT TO DO AND 
WHEN 

12 months + 

Set the 
date: 

Start your 
wedding 
planning 
early to 
ensure 
you get 
everything 
you want, 
and plan 
your budget. 





Decide 
who will plan 
your wedding: 

Enlist the help of 
a professional wedding 
planner or stylist, or you 
could plan the wedding 
yourself. 


Draw up your guest list(s): Try 
to make it equal and keep both 
families happy. Have a separate 
evening reception guest list, if your 
list is too extensive for the ceremony. 

Book your venue(sj: You II need 
to book a venue for your ceremony 
and a venue for your reception, 
wedding breakfast and disco or 
other entertainment. Take into 
account seating capacity, room 
hire costs, catering and settings for 
photographs. 

Appoint bridesmaids, a best man 
and ushers: Choose from close 
friends and family. 

Boole your photographer and 
videographer: Find a photographer 
who offers the style of photos 
you are looking for, meet them 
personally, ask to see their portfolio 
and also a whole album from one 
wedding. 


Meet your mln/sfer/regtsfrar: 

They'll be able to answer all your 
questions about the ceremony, and 
help you find readings and music. 

Book a DJ/band/entertainers: 

Dance the night away with a DJ or 
live band or hire classical musicians 
for your reception. 

Book caterers if needed: If your 
reception venue is not doing 
your catering then you'll need to 
consider hiring outside caterers. 

Book your transport: Book bridal 
transport for you and your father, 
then cars for your mother and 
bridesmaids. 

Book your florist: And decide 
which flowers you would like and 3n 
what style. 

Your honeymoon: Book it in your 
maiden name and use your existing 
passport, then change all your 
documents when you return. 
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Jake out wedding insurance ; 

It's not costly and could save you 
thousands if a supplier suddenly lets 
you down. 

P/an your wedding dress: If 

you r re having a couture bridal 
gown made for you then you'll 
need to start this process now. If 
you r re ordering a designer dress 
then allow 4-6 months and if you're 
buying off-the-peg or second¬ 
hand, 4-6 weeks before should be 
fine for alterations if needed. 

6 months + 

Order wedding invitations: And 

don't forget orders of service, 
place cards and thank you cards. 

Order the wedd/ng cake: Or 

cupcakes or 'cheese cake', or 
have your wedding cake made at 
home. 


Book your makeup artist and 

hairdresser: Speak to several to find 
one that's right for you, then book 
a hair and makeup trial complete 
with your tiara and veil if possible, 

Buy your bridesmaid's dresses, 

suits for the groom, best man, 
ushers, flower girls or page boys. 

Book the honeymoon suite 

3 months + 

Have your wedding dress 
altered and then don't lose any 
more weight! 

S/arf having regular facials: To 

ensure your skin is healthy and 
glowing on your wedding day. 

Buy your wedding rings: Make 
sure your wedding ring will sit 
comfortably alongside your 
engagement ring. 



P/an your hen and stag parties: 
With the help of your best man and 
chief bridesmaid respectively. 

A month before 

There's plenty to do now! Arrange 
for a final fitting of your wedding 
dress and bring along your 
mum, sister or best friend too! 
Reconfirm the arrangements with 
all your suppliers, speaking to them 
personally to confirm dates, places 
and times - get them in writing! 

Finalise the seating plan and make 
your tabfe planner. 

* Arrange the wedding rehearsal. 


Buy your shoes and accessories: 

Get your shoes In good time for 
your first dress fitting, and 
your tiara and veil in time 
for your makeup and 
hair trial. Choose what 
jewellery you will wear 
too. 


Phfi Coliins 
bridal gown 
available 
from Sugar 
and Spice 
Brides r 
Draymans 
Walk, Brackley 

Cait 01280 


308169 or visit WWW. 

sugarandspice 

brldes.co.uk 




Send your wedding invitations: 

Traditionally they are sent out 6-12 
weeks before the wedding but you 
can send them sooner if you prefer. 
Include information for your guests 
on overnight accommodation, 
transport, parking and any dress 
code if appropriate. 

Order your venue decor 
and table decorations: 

Including wedding favours 
and table centrepieces 

Decide on a gift list: 

Make it available to all 
your wedding guests 
either through your 
invitations or have a 
wedding website. 

Choose wedding 
music and readings 

Buy gifts: for the 
best man, ushers 
and bridesmaids. 
Order bouquets 
of flowers for 
the mothers of 
the bride and 
groom. 


Contact any guests who have not 
replied to your invitation so that 
the venue ond caterers know final 
numbers at least 1-2 weeks before. 

Arrange a date to pick up any 
hired suits and make a note of 
when they need to be returned - 
give that honour to your best man. 

Write your wedding speeches 
from the heart, and then practice, 
practice, practice... 

Finally 

Have your hair trimmed and/ 
or coloured, pian the wedding 
rehearsal and pack for your 
honeymoon - you're going on the 
holiday of a lifetime! 

The day before 

Have the day off to relax - don't 
go to work, instead spend the day 
with friends or famity and don't do 
anything too exhausting. 

Have your nails manicured and try 
to get an early night... 

You're getting married in fhe 
morning/ 
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Winchester House 



With its oak-pan nel led dining room and corridors, this remarkable 18th century 

building is a highly attractive and romantic venue tor that 

special occasion or wedding 


■ Welcoming entrance ■ Large reception room 
■ Capacity for 80 people to dine in style 
■ Full catering facilities ■ Parking for up to 40 cars 



For further rnformation visit www.winchcster-house.org/venue or email events@winchester-house.org 


















You have probab/y seen plenty of fantastic 
wedding cakes and researched many 
local companies. But just how do you go 
about deciding what wedding cake is right 
for you? Here are some things fo consider 
when shopping for yours. 

IT'S ALL IN THE TASTE 
Taste the options available to you - after 
all, there is no point In having a fabulous 
looking cake that nobody wants to eat! 

SELECT A STYLE 

Order your cake once all the decisions 
about the dress style and reception decor 
have been made. These elements can 
serve as great inspiration for the design 
and structure of your wedding cake. 

SIZE IT UP 

Three tiers will serve 50 to 100- guests- you 
are likely need five layers for 200 guests or 
more. If you have a grand room with high 
ceilings, increase the cake's stature with 
columns between the tiers. 

THINK ABOUT YOUR BUDGET 
Wedding cake is often priced by the slice. 
The more complicated the cake, the 
higher the price tag will be. Fondant icing 
is more expensive than buttercream, and 
if you want elaborate molded shapes, 
vibrant colours, or handmade sugar- 
flower detailing, you 11 pay for the cake 
designer's time, 

CONSIDER THE WEATHER 
If you J re having an outdoor wedding, stay 
away from whipped cream, meringue, 
and buttercream as these can melt. 
Perhaps consider a fondant-covered 
cake that doesn't even need to be 
refrigerated. 

IT'S ALL IN THE DETAILS 
Add fresh fruits or flowers to delicate gum 
paste or sugar paste flowers. All add-ons, 
including marzipan fruits, chocolate- 
molded flowers, and lace points will, of 
course, raise the price. 

DISPLAY 

Have a designated cake table that allows 
the most elegant presentation possible. 

AFTER THE WEDDING... 

Avoid freezer burn! Even if you take the 
most painstaking packaging measures, 
eating the top tier of your cake on your I 
first anniversary sounds far better than it 
tastes. Think about indulging on your 
two-week or one-month anniversary. 

But if you must adhere to tradition, ,1 
wrap the cake in plastic wrap, then C] 
place it in an airtight container. Stay fll ] 
away from aluminum foil, it might 
not protect against freezer burn! ' 




















chosen your salon you can then 
book your trial. 


When it comes to the day itself, 
some salons now offer an "at 
home" service. This can sometimes 
work well especially if there are a 
number of you in the bridal party, 
ft can also help with calming your 
nerves as you wilt be in familiar 
surroundings. It's worth getting a 
price if this is something you would 
wish for your day. Alternately there 
are salons locally that can offer you 
the space for your wedding party 
to relax In and sip bubbly whilst you 
^ each take your turn in the chair. 


Top tips; 


f A concern surrounding the 
less E girly : bride is that they frnd 
themselves feeling intimidated 
in the salon environment, 
surrounded by immaculately 
dressed beauties. Once you 
settte in and get a feel for the 
I environment however, you will 
find that hairdressers are often 
k a friendly species once you 
get to know them! Hairdressers 
are also often artistically 
different which shows in their 
hairstyle and dress so you 
may feel more comfortable with 
someone who fits your type of style. 


Choosing a good hairdresser is 
worth the research time and the 
money. You need to make sure 
you choose a stylist who will always 
listen to your vision. Even if you are 
not completely sure of what you 
want, your hairdresser should b 
able to read between the 
lines to help you create 
a look that is perfect 
for you and your big 
day. You should 
never feel rushed 


it is always advisable to go for a 
trial appointment - If you can't 
afford this however, then an initial 
chat is unlikely to cost you and wilt 
give you a feel for the hairdresser 
and you can gauge how 

comfortable you feel 
both at the salon 
id with your 
potential 
stylist. 

Once 
you 
have 
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a Good Hair day 


H air is supposed to be your 
crowning glory and for a 
wedding, images of flowing 
tresses spring to mind, writes GaiJ 
Seward, who practiced hairdressing 
before joining the Four Shires ranks, 
in reality however, life is no fairy¬ 
tale and this is not often a practical 
option for your big day. 


into making a decision and if you 
don't feel you are being listened to 
then asking friends or colleagues 
for recommendations of a good 
hairdresser is often helpful. 

The more you talk to your 
hairdresser, the better picture they 
can get of your ideas for the day. 
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To get the best out of your 
wedding day hair, work on the 
condition of it in plenty of time. The 
simpler options are sometimes as 
good as any wash hair, towel dry, 
apply conditioner to hair, before 
you rinse, wrap your hair up in a 
towel and leave for 20 mins. This 
will help to open the cuticles of the 








hair, penetrating far deeper than 
a quick conditioning routine, if you 
have dry ends but greasy roots, just 
appfy to tips. This can make a big 
difference to the finished result on 
the big day! 


Look like YOU. You will feel more 
comfortable on the day if you go 
with a style that works with your 
personality, if flowers and tiaras 
aren't you, don't do it! 


Many brides will decide to grow 
their hair in readiness for their 
wedding day. This does require 
the help of a good hairdresser to 
achieve. Periodic trimming and 
re-balancing of your style will keep 
you on track for achieving a long 
hair style that will work for you. 

Try not to have a firm idea - 
some styles need a certain type of 
hair to work, so be a little flexible 
and let the hairdresser make 
suggestions that would work with 
your hair type 


A visit to or from your hairdresser 
on the day of your wedding is 
often a magical kick start to the 
day. They have worked hard to 
achieve your desired hairstyle 
and love to join in the festivities, 
i for one cherish the many lovely 
memories of my clients' wedding 
days; fizz flowing and 
nervous, happy 
faces - I always 
found this 
was a great 
start to the 



Take pictures to your hairdresser, 
not just one but a fewl Hairdressers 
are happy to see ideas and often 
can make an individual 
creation from a couple 
of different styles. 


proceedings! 
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Enter Mr and Mrs... 

surviving marriage 




Nobody can ever really 
prepare you for being 
married. 

In many respects nothing 
really changes. Yes, you 
have a new name and 
have a commitment 
from your soulmate, but 
in reality: you will still be 
living together in the 
same house, going to the 
same jobs and enjoying 
the same things you did 
before you walked down 
the aisle together. It is 
important to remember 
that you were happy 
doing this before you 
got married so there 
is no reason why this 
shouldn't be the 
same now. It is 
easy to get stuck 
with the mind-set 
that everything 
witi and should 
change once 
you are 
married, This 
simply isn't 
true. 


S o, more than a year's worth 
of planning has culminated 
in a fabulous ceremony and 
a day that saw you experience 
the whole spectrum of emotions. 
This was followed by an amazing 
honeymoon, your first holiday 
Mr and Mrs, You have now 
fanded back in sunny Britain 
(if you chose to Honeymoon 
abroad) and the hard work 
is about to start., writes 
Cafhy B/ack. 
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Before I married my husband 
Crian, we had been together for 
live years, so ! thought that there 
was very little I didn't know about 
him. He was loving, caring and 
a self-confessed geek h enjoying 
war gaming in his spare time. He 
was also much more sporty then 
I, practicing tai-chi daily. I was 
completely prepared to become a 
martial art and war-game widow! 

For the most part I was right, but 
that doesn't mean that life hasn't 
thrown a few curved bails our 
way. Struggling to find a job that 
suited his character had started 
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to become a noticeable struggle 
before we got married, but this 
came to a head in the first few 
months after we said our vows. 


After almost nine months of 
appointments he was finally 
diagnosed with Asperger's 
Syndrome - a high functioning 
autism spectrum disorder. This 
diagnosis suddenly made a lot 
of things make sense; his lack of 
empathy, seemingly taking forever 
to get to the point when having a 
conversation, the struggles he had 
working with lots of people and 
the fact that we had never had 
an argument (it just isn't logical to 
him!). 


What I did find, and how I respond 
to the question: l How can you live 
with a man who does not have the 
capacity to feel emotions as you 
do and who cannot love you in the 
same way as you do? is simple, he 
chose me. It sounds a tittle cliched 
perhaps, and many can say that 
their partner chose them, but when 
you realise that your husband has 
never chosen to have anyone in his 
life, and would prefer not to, then 
that makes you feel very special. 

He makes exceptional sacrifices 
every single day to simply have me 
in his life. He is constantly forcing 
back that sometimes not so 


Even though Chan had always 
had this condition It didn't 
make the diagnoses any easier, 
particularly as I was pregnant 
at this time with our first child! 

The hardest part was hearing my 
new husband say that it would 
be easier if he lived on his own in 
a shed! This is most definitely not 
what you want to hear less than 
a year into your marriage! All sorts 
ran through my mind at this point; 
was it me? Had I done something 
wrong? Was I really that difficult 
to live with? ft was a very difficult 
point during the first tentative year 
of marriage. 


Whilst it would have been easy 
to bury my head in the sand and 
pretend It was not happening, 
this would have been selfish and 
it would not have been good 
for either me or for the future of 
our relationship. Instead I armed 
myself with research; I read books, 
internet articles and watched 
documentaries on the subject. 


little voice that tells him to 
run, and that it would all be 
so much easier to not be with 
me at all. 


This is not to say that 1 haven’t 
also had to make sacrifices 
to accommodate Crian r s 
condition. 1 work, whilst my 
husband looks after the house 
and the children, we now 
have two! i have been the 
one that has missed out on 
some of their firsts and they 
both much prefer daddy when 
they hurt themselves! But at the 
end of the day, it Is what works best 
for our family and considering the 
everyday struggle Chan has to go 
through just to survive; I consider 
It an honour and privilege to be in 
the position where I can work to 
support the four of us. It is silly to 
go into a marriage without thinking 
that sacrifices won’t have to be 
made by both parties En order to 
keep it successful. 


photos of Chan & Cathy Black, at 
their wedding five yean ago and t 
later , uvifh fhe/r children MaeI and 

Ealee 


photos of the couple by John 
Alexander Photography 

photos of Chan, Mae/ and 
Eatee by Cathy Black 


























































Enter Mr and Mrs... 


we do always pick a film to watch 
and have a meal together after the 
children are in bed. 

• Notice the little things - Make 
the most of the little things- notice 
the loving smite that your partner 
throws your way daily or the fact 
that they make you a cup of tea 
(this did take Crian a number of 
years to do for me, as it never 
occurred to him to make me a cup 
as he didn't drink it himself!). These 
are the things that so often go 
underappreciated and un-noticed 
once you have been with someone 
for a while but it Is these things that 
show your partner cares. 

# Never forget how your romance 
started - Crian and I still reminisce 
about how our relationship started 
and about how he was late for our 
first date (although he believes that 
he wasn't - we agree to disagree 
on this point!) He also had remnants 
of fake blood in his beard from a 
film he was acting in at University! 
This all made for a very memorable 
first date. This is your history; these 
are the moments that got you to 
the point you find yourself at now 
as Mr and Mrs. 

It is not a fie to say that marriage is 
hard, but then no one ever said it 


Although this is just one ot the 
struggles we have come up 
against, we have solidly made it to 
five years of marriage and fen years 
together. We have survived a house 
move, an Asperger's diagnosis, 
two children and countless people 
thinking we couldn't do it. Although 
I do not have the experience of 
my parents, who have almost 40 
years of marriage under their belt, 

1 fully believe that it is the work that 
you put in at the early stage of a 
marriage that will ensure that you 
do reach this milestone and more. 

You may be thinking what does 
this anecdote have to do with our 
marriage? 

Ok, maybe nothing specifically, 
but every marriage is unique and 
will come up against struggles you 
wouldn't have imagined, but this 
doesn't mean that you can't work 
through them and be stronger 
because of them. 


that have kept 
our marriage and 
relationship Strong- 


Talking - it seems 
obvious, I suppose, 
but a little niggle 
you have that 
you don't taik 
about may drive a massive wedge 
in between your relationship. 

It is not imperative to have the 
same opinion on something, but 
you do have to recognise and 
acknowledge that it is ok not to 
agree on everything all the time. 


• Think before you argue - Is 
whatever you're upset about really 
worth hurting the one you love 
over? Would talking about your 
problem not work better? 


@ Don't forget who you are - Never 
lose what makes you, you. ! have 
not, and would never ask my 
husband to give up wargaming 
or tai chi, just as he would never 
ask me to give up 'Hollyoaks' 
and photography! It is these little 
differences that made you fail for 
each other in the first place. 


• Have a date night - Still make 
the effort to have a date night 
every so often. Even though we 
now have children we still make 


Even though in the big scheme of 
things, i am only at the start of my 
marriage there are a few things. 


sure that Friday night is date night. 
Although this may not be going out 
to all the places we used to go, 


was going to be easy and what's 
more, nothing that's worth having 
ever is. ♦ 
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45% off wedding packages 
for January & February 2017 

see our website for details 

Open Evening: 

Weds 14th Sept, 7-9pm 

Open Afternoon: 

Sunday 9th Oct, 12pm-3pm 



LICENSED FOR 
CIVIL CEREMONIES 
EXCLUSIVE USE VENUE 

Oak beamed room for 
intimate weddings and country 
barn for larger events. 

10 - 200 People. 

Flexible catering options from a 
la carte wedding breakfasts to 
hog roasts, buffets to carveries, 
to suit your requirements. 

10 Guest bedrooms. 

Dedicated wedding planner. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO ARRANGE A 
VIEWING OF THE VENUE PLEASE GET IN TOUCH 

The Granary Hotel - Northamptonshire NN11 3BU 
Tel: 01327 361 730 - Email: info@granary-hotel.com 


www.granary-hotel.com 


IMAGES COURTESY OF REBECCA WALTERS PHOTOGRAPHY 
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do you have 

Wedding Photography 

dreadf 


chin too fat, skin spotty or 
teeth crooked? Whatever 
you think, don't assume 
that your photographer 
sees the same as you. 

Tell your photographer 
what worries you and be 
honest. If you are open, a 
good photographer can 
work at their best to give 
you images you will truly 
love. Also never forget 
that your fiance loves you 
just as you are. 

If you have a practice 
session with your 
photographer you wifi 
get the feel of how they 
pose you. Look at the 
pictures taken. Do you 
like what you see? If not 
then say so. If they get 
it spot on, tell them too. 

All this means that your 
photographer can get to 
know what you like and 
are looking for on your 
wedding day. 

Believe it or not, if you 
follow these steps, your 
confidence will grow so 
much, that come your 
wedding day you'll forget 
all about the initial worry. 
You'll also find as the day 
passes you'll not notice 
your photographer at 
work and be able to 
concentrate fully on your 
day. 

All the people pictured 
here started out by 
saying "I hate myseff in 
photographs!" 4 


planning your 

the thought of 
being the centre 
of attention and 
having a camera 
pointed at them 
all day is the worst 
thing ever. "I hate having my 
photograph taken!" is the 
phrase I hear most of all, writes 
Lizzie Melvin. 

The first comments are often 
” Let's get through the groups 
as soon as possible and just go 
casual from then on ". If you 
approach your photography 
like this, then you may miss out 
on getting wonderful memories 
that show you at your best. 

You. are also missing 
out on enjoying the 
photography experience! 

Firstly, 1 would suggest 
that you shop around 
fora photographer 
whose style you like: and 
there should be a few to 
choose from no matter 
what your photography 
budget is. 

Once you have found a 
photographer you like 
then call them. However 
easy emailing is, it really 
doesn't tell you as much. 
See whether you like 
them as people and if 
you can trust them. If you 
don't like the person, your 

images will show ^ 

this no matter how 
skilled the camera RR 

person is. Fl 

Now look at F 

yourself in a m 

photograph, m 

What is it that 
you really hate? m 
Do you think M 

your nose to big, 


civ in P/m>{<>-(, 


01295 730735 


www.eli.zabe ihmehinpho Lographyco.uk 


Your wedding da\ is unique, memorable, happy and beautiful, A day filled 
v, itli laughter and good w ishes - Mime thing to be savoured lor mam years. 
Our photography ^ ill help you to relive Lb is whenever you look at your 

images. 

We are a small, friendly listening and welcoming team, dedicated to creating 
a unique photographv package \usi for you. Gall now; (ora totally free of 
obligation discussion about your photographic needs. 
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We are all aware of the 
traditions that surround 
weddings, but where do 
they originate? 

O/d, New, Borrowed , 

Blue: This is superstition 
that dates back to the 
Victorian era and is said 
to bring the bride good 
tuck. The 'something old 1 
was to tie the bride to 
her family and her past, 
while the 'something 
new' represented her 
new life as the property 
of a new family. The item 
borrowed was to be 
taken from someone who 
was atready a successfully 
married wife, the colour 
blue stood for purity. 

Garter; Back in the 'Dark 
Ages' it was customary 
for some wedding guests 
to accompany the bride 
and the groom back to 
the wedding bed to see 
them safely into their new 
marriage. As you can 
imagine, guests often 
got rowdy or bawdy and 


Father giving away 
the bride: This tradition 
stems from a time when 
brides were sold to their 
husbands by their fathers 
or were participating 
in some other kind of 
arranged marriage. A 
father giving away the 
bride is a transfer of 
ownership to the groom, 
with guests acting as 
witnesses to the contract. 
Over the years this 
meaning has dissolved 
into something much 
more emotional and 
sentimental 


The K/ss: Originally it was 
assumed that the bride 
and groom had not kissed 
before the wedding so 
this would traditionally be 
their first kiss. In Roman 
times kissing was a legal 
bond that sealed all 
contracts. There is also a 
theory that the bride and 
groom kissed to ward off 
evil spirits. 


tried to grab her garter for 
good luck. It eventually 
became a game of sorts 
to try and steal the garter 
from the bride. Sometimes 
the bridal party would 
toss the garter at the 
groom's nose and the 
person who successfully 
landed it would be the 
next to marry. Eventually 
it was, of course, deemed 
inappropriate to go to the 
new couple's bedroom 
and the garter tossing 
was held at the wedding 
reception! 


Wedding cakes: They 
weren't originally eaten 
but thrown at the bride 
to bring fertility Juck. In 
ancient Rome, marriages 
were sealed when the 
groom smashed a barley 
cake over the bride's 
head. By the sixteenth 
century nicer cakes were 
being made. Though 
they were nothing like the 
insane creations of today, 
the nice cakes stopped 
all the cake smashing and 
inspired more cake 
eating. 


Refreshingly different marquees, 
Perfect for your wedding. 


> 


n « P* , 


www.gpmarquees.co.uk 


01295 722269 



I 1 SHIRES 

MAO AT; INK 


51 


AUGUST 201 6 








HOMES & INTERIORS 


Roger Butler looks at a glorious new 
book which explores the gardens 
closely associated with William 


2016, of course, marks the 
400th anniversary of Shakespeare's 
death and I suppose this was 
bound to spark a range of new 
commemorative books. Some of 
these look at his life, some look at 
his plays but one wanders through 
the gardens which were closely 
associated with the Bard, 

Shakespeare's Gardens , published 
in association with the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust, provides a series 
of glorious and colourful excursions 
through the landscapes around the 
historic properties which are now 
almost household names: Anne 
Hathaway's Cottage,, Mary Arden's 
Farm, Mew Place, Hail's Croft and, 
of course, the birthplace itself. 

Garden writer Jackie Bennett 
argues that to ignore 
Shakespeare's houses and gardens 
would allow us to miss a "very large 
body of visible evidence" about 
his life and times. She describes 
how gardening, in its widest sense, 
was woven throughout his writing: 
from those gossiping gardeners 
in Richard !l r who compared the 
state of the nation to an overgrown 
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and neglected plot, to his carefully 
crafted references to specific 
plants and flowers. 

The book uses the landscapes at 
the famous ofd houses to guide 
the reader through Shakespeare's 
fife - from grammar school boy 
to grand playwright - as well as 
describing the ways in which 
humble Tudor gardens evolved 
from essential food-producing 
plots to places full of flower- 
filled fashion. There are topiary 
displays and parterres, mazes and 
medicinal plants, and there's a look 
at the rise in popularity of today's 
summer essentials: marigolds and 
nasturtiums, for example. 

The mulberry features too and 
anyone who has tried to take an 
over-juicy ripe fruit from the gnarled 
tree at Hall's Croft will know, all 
too well, that Tudor folk probably 
dreamt of modern day washing 
powder. And the reader also visits 
London, where Shakespeare spent 
a substantial part of his life, and 
learns a little about the houses 
and gardens belonging to both 
professional colleagues and friends 


with more modest incomes. 

The text is interspersed with 
interesting double page spreads. 
These delve into the past with 
the help of old engravings and 
watercolour paintings and topics 
chosen include food, household 
herbs, orchards and, best of all, 
Ophelia's Grief. Ophelia, driven 
mad by the death of her father and 
the neglect she suffered by Hamlet, 
is the centre of a memorable scene 
in which she hands out a strange 
selection of herbs, weeds and 
flowers to an imaginary audience. 
The plants she might have held are 
suggested and described. 

But all of the gardens have 
inevitably changed and evolved 
over time, though the haystacks 
at Mary Arden's stil! seem to lean 
like they would have done back 
in the 16th century. The book 
helpfully charts their development 
through to the plants and styles 
we see today. Mew small-scale 
sculptures and artworks, for 
instance, have been introduced 
at Anne Hathaway's whilst Mew 
Place, slap-bang in the middle of 
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below right: picture perfect* it's no wonder so mony four Shires visitors 
flock to Shakespeare's houses when their gardens are at their best. A 
mutti-stemmed mock orange (Philadelphus coronarius) stands in front 
of Anne Hathaway's Cottage. The targe white rose on the left is called 
Rambling Rector’ 


bottom right: old-fashioned cottage garden plants surround the 
garden in front of Palmer's farmhouse at Mary Arden's farm. Until 2000, 
it was thought that this 16th century timbered house was the Arden 
family home but research showed that Mary Arden (Shakespeare's 
mother) octually lived next door. Both properties now form fhe popular 
farm attraction which shows life in Tudor times 


inset left: Shakespeare's Gardens , by Jackie Bennett wifh photagrophs 
by Andrew Lawson, is published by franees Lincoln in association wifh 
tee Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. Price £25, ISBN 978-0-7112-3726- I 


photas by Andrew Lawson 


Stratford, re-opened on 1st July 
with a contemporary landscape 
that reveals the footprint of the 
Shakespeare family home. The 
sunken Knot Garden has been 
restored in keeping with its original 
design whilst elements of the Great 
Garden, the largest surviving part of 
Shakespeare's estate, will now be 
conserved and further developed 
over time. 

High quality photography and an 
attractive design make this a fine 
coffee table book - though it's 


much more than that! The text is 
a rich mix of biography, history, 
gardening and architecture which 
helps to create dappled mental 
images of the Bard as he shuffles 
amongst the shrubs and shadows 
whilst taking a break from the old 
fashioned quill. Plenty of relevant 
quotations are also included. 

!t r s a celebration that's a bit 
different from all the other books 
and, as Will himself once wrote, 

“Here's flowers for you ..." 


left: A view of the colourful herbaceous borders of Shakespeare 's 
bf'rfhptace. The roses irtetade some with Shakespearian names . such 
os Fafstaff'and 'Gentle Herm/one'. The p/anf/ng is constantly renewed 
and arms fo create high-Impact interest throughout the flowering 
season. 


betaw /eft: o scu/pfor called Tom Hare created this striking woven- 
willow crescent moon in tee garden of Anne Hathaway’s Cottage. 

The two seats moke o p/easonf place ta rest ond enjoy views over 
the lower garden* The nearby orchard also contains artwork and 
Shakespeare's writing shows how important orchards were in his time, 
for instance , Hamlet’s father's ghost c/aims he was murdered whilst 
taking his regular afternoon nap in his orchard 


f H R Si URLS 53 


UACA/ENh 


AUGUST 2016 






















ADDING PERSONALITY TO 
YOUR BATHROOM 

Bathrooms are often a neglected 
part of the home, viewed more 
as utilitarian than a space to 
decorate. But why not make it 
an extension of your home and 
a retreat that you actually enjoy 
spending time in? 

Consider a few of these decorating 
ideas to make the smallest room of 
your house a noteworthy space in 
your home. 

Add small accent pieces of 
furniture: treating a practical space 
(such as a bathroom) as a living 
room totally changes the vibe 
of the room. Adding a small side 
chair or side table adds interest 
and makes the room more visually 
stimulating. 

Artwork: artwork is a quick and 
easy way to add personality to 
your home. Hang a few pieces in 
the bathroom and you will instantly 
elevate the space. Just make sure 
that any frames and pieces you 
choose can withstand the steam 
and humidity that is often found in 
this space. 


Rethink tradit/ona/ fighting: investing 
in good bathroom lighting is one 
of the quickest and easiest decor 
choices that can dramatically 
change the feel of a space. Add 
a punch with unexpected fixtures 
you wouldn't typically find in a 
bathroom like a small table lamp. 
Make sure that your choice is 
compatible with the bathroom 
environment and can withstand 
moisture. 

Add fextf/es: cosy up the space by 
breaking up the hard surfaces with 


rugs., draperies and upholstered 
furniture. It will instantly make the 
space iook and feel more inviting. 

Add some greenery: add the 

finishing touches to your bathroom 
by adding a houseplant or a 
dramatic ornament that fits the 
theme to complete the space. 

Inviting interiors have many layers 
of detail that all come together 
to create a unique space that 
feels like it has evolved over time 
rather than being thrown together 
overnight. 


Five steps to selling your house 

Step three - Perfect presentation 



Matthew Allen, Head of Property 
Sales at the Banbury office of 
Fisher German, sets out below the 
third of five steps to successfully 
selling your property... 


cc 


Every day we receive valuable market 
feedback about purchased likes and dislikes. 
We are very happy to work with you to help 
you make your property as saleable as possible. 
In certain cases we may recommend an 
independent house presentation specialist, and 
we can show you examples of when their fresh 
view and presentation ideas have made 
a dramatic difference to sales. ^ * 


As soon as the marketing process starts, 
your property will be competing with others. 
Good presentation will entice more viewings 
and could greatly enhance the price you 
achieve. Before photos are taken, consider 
if there are things that can be easily tackled 
that could make a real difference to how 
your property appears online, in adverts., 
in the brochure and then, of course, to 
viewers. Areas for discussion should include: 

* Creating best first impressions 

* The optimum viewing route 

* Painting and decorating 

* General house maintenance 

* Lighting, furniture placement and 
J dressings r 

- The garden, grounds and outbuildings 

* Storage solutions and decluttering 

* Independent house presentation 
specialists 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@flshergerman.co.uk * 01295 271555 * fishergerman.co.uk 
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Historic Manor House with 
buildings, land and potential 

* 7 bedroom Manor House 

* Traditional outbuildings 

* Planning permission for holiday lets 

* Equestrian facilities 

* In all about 40 acres 

Guide price £2,000,000 


Overthorpe, Oxfordshire 




Fabulous modern property with 
gardens of around 14 acre 

■ Spacious kltchen/dfner, sifting room 

* Playroom/study 

* 4 bedrooms, 3 bath/shower rooms 

* Double carport, countryside views 

* EPC rating C 

Guide price £725,000 


1 5 Offices selling across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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Farnborough, Oxfordshire 





Character former lodge with 
attractive country views 

• 2 reception rooms, breakfast kitchen 

• Study, conservatory, bathroom 

• 4 bedrooms including master suite 

• First floor sitting room with views 

• EPC rating ¥ 

Guide price £660,000 


Moreton Pinkney, Northamptonshire 



Village house backing onto fields 

• 2 reception rooms, study 

• Kitchen, utility room 

• 4 bedrooms, bathroom, shower room 

• Good size front garden 

• Country views to west 

• EPC rating D 

Guide price £550,000 


15 Offices sellin g across the UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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Slapton, Northamptonshire 




A delightful cottage in a quiet 
village setting 

* 2 reception rooms, breakfast kitchen 

* 4 bedrooms, studio/study 

* Mature and private cottage gardens 

* Orchard, vegetable garden, garage 

* EPC rating F 


Guide price £545/000 


Upper Boddington, Northamptonshire 




A fabulous period cottage with 
immense charm and character 

* Sitting room, snug, breakfast kitchen 

* 3 double bedrooms (2 on-suites) 

* Study/single bedroom 

* Generous garden 

- Awaiting EPC rating 

I Guide price £520,000 
























BANBURf WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD 


DOORS 

PVCU 


WINDOWS 


CONSERVATORIES 

ALUMINIUM 


ORANGERIES 


-FOLDS 

HARDWOOD 

% 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


ft 

HomePro 

Insurance 




FENSA 

PROPILC22 


\ iii J9 






Registered Company 

[ % 
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Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve.co.uk Web www banwin.co.uk 


























































SUMMER BREEZE 


Now that summer is upon 
us, it is a great time to 
revamp your decor to 
reflect the feeling of those 
hot balmy days and long 
summer nights. Here are 
some tips for welcoming a 
little summer breeze into 
your home this month. 

Furniture: Light and airy 
colours work well at 
this time of year Use 
removable slipcovers, 
or decorative throws to 
bring bursts of colour and 
brightness. 

Curtains: When you want 
to bring in the cool night 
air, and keep out the hot 
summer sun use curtains 
instead of drapery. 

Drapery material is heavy 
and dark, while curtains 
paired with sheers can 
give you versatile flexibility 
in the summer months. 


Bring in the outdoors ; 

When you think of summer 
it’s all about the feeling 
of the outdoors, Flowers, 
plants and fresh fruit 
centrepieces make your 
home smell aromatic and 
look beautiful. 


washable, and are also 
casual and fun! Summer 
time arts and crafts 
projects can be used as 
centrepieces around your 
home! 


Tibbetts 

Developments Ltd 


Child friendly: With 
children on holiday from 
school it is a good idea 
to make sure fabrics and 
slipcovers are machine 


Summer decor is ail about 
finding the right balance 
between enjoyment, 
relaxing, and livable 
interiors. 


ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

S ALL TRADES COVERED 
S EXTENSIONS 
S NEW BUILDS 
S CONVERSIONS 


I Call for a FREE, no obligation quote 

T: 01295 720075 
M: 07973 923362 

E: inarktibbetts@tibbettsdevelopments.co.uk 
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Gowers Close is an ancient thatched and beamed 
cottage in a charming village at the very tip of the 
Cotswolds. Large windows look out onto a glorious 
garden, and sunny terrace under the wisteria. Grade 
II listed and built of Hornton Stone under a thatched 
roof, it is believed to date back to the 160Q's and was 
once part of the village Court House. The property 
** retains a wealth of period 

f ZJ ' features, including exposed 

timbers, stone walls, flagstone 
* ‘ m a floors and leaded light windows 


Approximate distances: Banbury 7.8 miles- (London/ 
Marylebone from about 59 minutes): Chipping Norton 
9 miles: M4Q (J11) 9 miles: Moreton in Marsh 14.1 miles: 
Stratford-upon-Avon 17.9 miles- Oxford 28 miles 
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An enchanting home and garden 


Entrance hail • Drawing room • Kitchen/ 
Breakfast room • Dining room • Utility « 
Cloakroom * Four bedrooms * Two 
bathrooms plus one bedroom with en 
suite bathroom on the ground floor • 
Office * Garage # Parking • 

Enclosed rear garden 

Guide puce: £875 r O0Q 
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ROSARA 


Add a Glow to your Garden 


Our Candlelight ran^e is one of our largest, full of lovely lanterns and torches for all occasions. This Kudia 
is a definite favourite. Its hand cut detailing can transform your surroundings with stunning shadows. 


C omplete your perfect garden look by shopping the Rosara range now For beautiful Garden furniture and 

Accessories, crafted by artisans at home and abroad. 


To find out more about the full ROSARA range please visit our website: 

www. r o sar a. co. uk 






AUGUST IN THE GARDEN 


_ our country 

Gardens 


August in Britain is all about flower 
shows and church fetes. These 
however, are becoming less and 
less common every year. Many 
fetes run out of money, committees 
fall out or help disappears. But 
there are many successful flower 
shows that carry on regardless. 
These are a British institution 
and it would be a shame if they 
didn't carry on. One event that 
was lost many years ago was the 
Northampton town produce show. 
This was a big show that was well 
attended and everyone looked 
forward to it each year This show 
is now seeing a rejuvenation and 
will be back on the 20th - 21 st of 
August. Although this will be on 
a smaller scale than the original 
show the spirit and atmosphere 
will be the same. Like all of these 
shows, however they are only 
possible if people get involved. 

If you have grown some flowers 
and vegetables this year then why 
not take them along to your local 
show? If you cook, bake a great 
cake. There are usually lots of 
classes for children to take part in 
too. 


Back in the garden there is still a lot 
to be getting on with, especially if 
you want your flowers and produce 
looking tip top fora local show. 

In the vegetable garden there 
are always jobs that need doing. 
Watering will be one job that you 
wifi be doing regularly unless we 
have a normal wet summer! Your 
onions should be ready to harvest 
about now. Dig them up with a 
trowel, cut the green tops and roots 
off then place upside down on your 
greenhouse bench. Do the same 
for your garlic and shallots os well, if 
you have not yet harvested them. 

Keep sowing your salad crops 
every couple of weeks so you get 
a constant supply of salad leaves 
throughout the summer. It is also 
a great time to consider sowing 
some crops that will be ready to 
harvest through the winter, such as 
Japanese onions, kale, cauliflower 
and cabbage to name a few. Also 
cut back your herbs to prevent 
them from going to flower. This wifi 
also encourage lots of new growth 
[which is what you need to cook 
with). 

In the flower garden there will be 
plenty of dead heading to do. This 
needs to be done regularly so that 
the flowers keep coming. If you 
have sweet peas, keep cutting off 
the dead flowers before they go to 
seed. The more flowers you dead 

connect with David at: 
www. the p o 11 ingsh ed, co.uk 


head the more flowers will come. 
Cut back any perennials that have 
finished flowering. I always like to 
have a few bedding plants growing 
in pots. These can be used to fill 
in gaps made when you cut back 
any perennials. This will keep your 
borders full of colour all summer 
long. 


GARDEN BOOK 
OF THE MONTH 


Raised Bed 
Revolution 

by Tara Noian litS 

I remember a time V-— 

when no one grew in raised beds 
but now every garden has at 
least one to grow in. In this great 
new book by Tara Nolan she 
covers everything from raised bed 
construction to the importance of 
what you fill your bed with, as well 
as best types of materials, suitable 
irrigation systems and step by step 
projects. There are lots of great 
photographs that will hopefully 
inspire you to join the revolution 
as well. This is a great book for the 
experienced gardener as well as 
the novice. 


Published By Cool Springs Press 
ISBN 101591866502 
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Land Owners Diversify 


First Environment Consultants Ltd (FEC) is a multi¬ 
disciplinary practice based in Shenington on the 
Oxfordshire-Warwickshire border. The company 
provides advice in relation to landscape, ecology and 
arboriculture and specialise in development projects. 
Landscape, biodiversity and sustainability issues are 
increasingly important factors within the planning 
process and must be addressed if a scheme is to 
succeed. 

By combining three disciplines under one roof P First 
Environment Consultants can provide an integrated 
and well informed approach. Working ciosely 


Landscape capacity assessment 
® Residential developments from 1 up to 1000 homes 



with their sister 
company, Apps 
Creative Design, 
architectural 
services can also be 

provided. The company's aim is to assist landowners 
to make the most of the opportunities available to 
them. Whether it's a barn conversion, managing your 
woodland or building a house, the team are happy to 
help. 





Mixed commercial and residential developments 

• Woodland management plans 

• Duty of care reports 

• Extension of school premises and playground 
design 


landscape arboriculture ecology 


environment 

limited 


Environmental Planning Consultants 

Sugarswell Business Park, Shenington, Oxon. 

Tel: 01295 477077 
Email: scott.pearce@fedtd.co 
www.fecltd.co 








































varying each week from wild art 
to mud glorious mud and mini- 
beasting. Free of charge with 
normal admission appfytng. 

Fam//y explorers: Every month 
there's a different theme for your 
family to enjoy whilst having a go 
at some of the ' 50 Things to see 
and do before you're 11 W. Borrow 
a free family explorer guide when 
you arrive. 

Toddler Tuesdays: On the first 


GARDENS & COUNTRY 


Tuesday of the month, drop by the 
cafe for toddler fun with activities. 
Every month there's a new theme 
based on the seasons to keep your 
little ones entertained, 


FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY AT 
STUNNING STOWE 

Stowe landscape gardens in 
Buckinghamshire (as featured on 
our front cover this month) is one 
of many fabulous National Trust 
properties that offer a perfect 
family day out. 

Adventures await with so much to 
discover whatever the age: from 
the temples, fakes, and wildlife to 
fun activities. This is the perfect 
place to play and have fun and 
leave your worries at the garden 
gate, forget you're a grown up and 
join your children in a dream world 
of monumentally sized gardens 


which guarantees a fun day out 
and a good night sleep! 

Goodies, baddies and heroes: Lord 

Cobham, who created and once 
owned Stowe, was a very rich and 
powerful man who loved ancient 
Greek and Roman myths of heroes 
and monsters. So he created three 
paths in the gardens to tell stories 
of love, princesses, adventures 
of heroes, myths, monsters and 
baddies, Which path will you 
choose? 

Wild Wednesdays: Book your 
children onto a series of summer 
holiday events. Get the kids 
closer to nature with activities 


www.nationaftrust.org.uk/sto we 




Harefurlong Nurseries 

www.farnboroughgardencentre.co.uk 


on A423 SOUTHAM ROAD 
nr FARNBORGUGH, BANBURY 0X17 1 EL 

TELEPHONE: 01295 690479 


FARVBOROVGrr 

rrmr 


TEDDY BEAR 
LOVERS! 

See our extensive 
range of bears on 
display, including 
colleclabies and 
cuddy companions 


Open six days a week 
TueS'Sat: 9anv5.30pm 
Sundays: 10.30am-4.30pm 

Open Bank Holiday Mondays 


A WORLD OF 


wtcc 


The Garden Lovers Garden Centre 


WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WONT COST THE EARTH 
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John Deere XI65 

Petrol ride-on lawn tractor 



Side discharge deck 
Working width. 122cm / 48 r ' 
Cutting height: 25 - 101mm 
Forward speed. Up to 8.9km/h 
Optional 23DL collector system 

2 Year Warranty 


t-tJ L/ Byfleld Shop Open Boddington Rd, Byfield, 

1 ll *\i U Mon - Fri: fl a m - 5pm M 1 h a mplonshire, NN11 6FL 

. _ /■ 1 * } 1 E f > , Sat: 8am - 12 30pm Tel: 01327 264844 

A FLWrt^-I.4-1 Eif" 

f facebook.com/FarolLtd sf twitter.com/FaroLtd 


Boddington Rd, Byfield. 
Nlhamptonshire, NN11 6FL 
Tel: 01327 264844 


FENCE SUPPLIERS 
GATE MAKERS 
DECKING STOCKISTS 


OPEN TO TRADE AND RETAIL 
* Standard or made to measure 
Large stocks 
Prompt delivery 
■ Extremely competitive rates 
Professional friendly advice 

VISIT OUR DISPLAY SITE 
OR RHONE US TOR A FREE 
COLOUR BROCHURE 

Old Station Yard The Old Garage 





So where do we go from 
here? 

Jthough Latin was 
a very problematic 
subject for me 
at prep school, one 
that earned me more 
Saturday afternoon 
detentions than any 
other subject, the 
phrase 'egressi nuves 
e naufragio' (the rats 
have left the sinking 
ship) comes to mind! Ok, 

I plagiarised this from 
a letter in the national 
press. However, although 
the ship is not sinking, the 
sense of betrayal fits the 
bill 

I am of an age that 
I can remember the 
trouble and tribulations of 
farming in this 'green and 
pleasant land r before we 
joined the EEC. This was 
a time when maximum 
food production was 
the rule as the world 
was, for many, a very 
hungry place. Nuclear 
annihilation was a very 
real threat, and believe it 


or not the 'supermarket', 
was something found only 
in that other 'brave new 
world', the USA. 

It seems as if somewhere 
amongst all the J ln or out 
politicking' our masters 
have forgotten that the 
nation needs feeding 
and that most of our food 
comes from the land, 
produced by farmers. 

In their latest report our 
very own DEFRA number 
crunches tell us that the 
UK food and farming 
sector is worth £108 Billion. 
It employs 3.9 million 
people and exports £12.3 
Billion pounds of food and 
non-alcoholic drinks with 
over 70% of this going into 
the EEC free trade area. 
All of this is now up for 
grabs and it seems that 
after 40 years of relying 
on the CAP, DEFRA has 
not got the resources or 
the slightest idea of where 
to start. Now that the 
main protagonists have 
bolted for the hills, there 
seems to be no effective 
political leadership either. 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 



Marton 
Warwickshire 
CV23 9RH 

01926 633739 



Woodford Halse 
Northamptonshire 
NN11 3RB 
01327 262124 

www.mainlinetimber.co.uk 

sales@mainlinetimber.co.uk 

Opening times: 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday 
Sam -12 noon Saturday 


Domettifi & Commercial 
Ground care Machinery 
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So it's up the revolution! 
But just how many of 
the revolting peasants 
who actually work and 
steward the land will 
be left in our 'brave 
new world' is anybody's 
guess? 

We are told that we now 
have a clean slate on 
which to write our destiny, 
but have we got anybody 
with the insight to write it? 

We often grumble about 
the EEC and many think 
that farmers are given 
a soft ride, but the 
reality is that the CAP 
keeps us all well fed, 
enables us the privilege 
of an environmental 
consciousness and also 
allows us the time to 
enjoy It. The idea of farm 
payments to provide an 
abundant, safe, low cost 
food supply, is nothing 
new and was very much 
a British institution. It was 
in place long before 
the advent of the CAP,, 
in fact it was the Iron 
Lady J who introduced the 
'Farm and Horticultural 
Development scheme'. 

It was government policy 
to bulldoze many of our 
hedgerows and field 
ponds to increase the 
area on which food crops 
could be grown. This 
helped to increase our 
nation's food security in 
the face of the very real 
threat to our national 
security from the J lron 


curtain and the Cold 
War'. But again, that 
was nothing new as it 
was similar to the 'Dig for 
Victory campaign' from 
the 1940s. 

It seems we are once 
again dependent on 
the next load of cheap 
food scavenged from 
around the world being 
palmed off by our super 
markets. It usually has 
British sounding product 
names, and there's little 
or no consideration how 
or what technology 
was used to produce it, 
just so long as it Is in a 
convenient packet and 
the price is right. 

Every cloud has a silver 
lining, however. With 
the 'out' vote the British 
pound has 'fallen off the 
white cliffs of Dover' and 
our imports will cost a 
lot more and for now at 
least, our exports (until the 
EEC tariffs get factored 
in) of safe, ethically 
produced British food, will 
be better placed on the 
world markets. 

Ho hum, what a bloomin' 
mess 1 

As a farmer and 
environmental steward I 
am constantly being told 
that I need training in this 
or that. It now seems that 
after almost 60 years I 
need training in the safe 
use of rat bait - something 
that I must do before I 



George Fenemore gives us his 
thoughts on how Brexit effects 
the farming community 


can replenish my supply. 
Although the NKS has 
been feeding me this stuff 
for some time. 

Perhaps our new leader 
whoever she may 
be needs to go on a 
training course in simple 
housekeeping (another 
of the old Iron Ladies' 
pronouncements). After 
all why do we need to 
export over 70% of our 
ethically produced British 
produced food products 
and allow the inhabitants 
of this country to be fed 
on substandard food? 
Products that have been 
produced using agri- 
technology that has 
been banned from use in 
this country. Why do we 
need to import our milk 
and other dairy products 
from the EEC stuffed full 
of chemicals when our 
own dairy industry is on its 
knees? Why do we need 
to import lamb from the 
other side of the worid 
and bring in beef treated 
with growth promoters 
stuffed full of medicated 
feed from the far east? 
British wheat can be used 



to produce bread! The list 
goes on. The answer to al! 
these questions is trade 
agreements - but as we 
now have a blank sheet, 
perhaps the efficiencies 
of 'good housekeeping' 
should come into play? 
Perhaps we should be 
importing only what we 
need to make up our own 
short fall in indigenous 
production. 

Oh well, I have a harvest 
to gather, the weather 
gods are playing silly ' Bs', 
the 'Green Goddess' 
needs a going over and 
the bank manager wants 
a word ! 

Oh sod it, I am going 
fishing! ♦ 
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HQLLOWELL GARDENS 


Ch/pp/ng Campden , Gloucestershire 
GL55 6LN. 15th August 2pm~6pm 
(below) 

Magnificent situation and views, 
many unusual plants and shrubs, 
tree peonies, hydrangeas, 
abutilons, old-fashioned roses 
including the largest rose in 
England, 'Rosa filipes Kiftsgate\ 







Broughton Grange Gardens 


Gardens &C Arboretum now open 
every Wednesday 10am to 4pm 

PLANT NURSERY OPEN 
10am-4pm* Monday-Friday 

all open May to September 7 
excluding Bank Holidays 


Ample parking Light refreshments 
Herbaceous plant nursery 

For further details of booking private group fours and open days 
visit www.broughtongrange.CGm 

WYKHAM LAN L, BROUGHTON, BANBURY, 0X15 5DS 


Hoi/owel/, Norfhanfs, NN6 8RR 
7th August, 11am-5pm (above) 

This is a collection of three very 
different gardens in an attractive 
village on a very steep hillside. 
Styles range from the formal, 
with manicured lawns, to a plot 
with a riot of colour and chickens 
scratching in the vegetable 
garden. The garden owners are 
very knowledgeable and happy to 
give advice. 


THE MANOR 

Little Compton , Moreton-ln-Marsh 
GL56 ORZ. 21st August , 2pm-5pm 
(above) 

A sixteenth century historic manor 
house (not open) and four acres of 
stunning gardens set in a beautiful 
location In the village of Little 
Compton. Enjoy the many garden 
rooms, the long herbaceous 
borders, deer walk, Japanese 
garden, flower garden, arboretum 
and specimen trees. Garden staff 
are on site, croquet and tennis 
courts available to play. 


BOURTON HOUSE GARDEN 


Bourfon-on-fhe-H/// GL56 9AE 
14th August, 10am-5pm 
(below left) 


Award winning three acre garden 
featuring imaginative topiary, wide 
herbaceous borders with many 
rare, unusual and exotic plants, 
water features, unique shade house 
and many creatively planted pots. 
This garden is fabulous at any time 
of year but magnificent in the 
summer months. Walk in the seven 
acre pasture, A free printed guide 
to specimen treesis available. 


THE MENAGERIE 


Newport Pagnell Road r Horton , 

Worlhanfs NN7 2BX 

74fh August, 2pm-5.30pm (below) 


Stunning garden 
set around 
Eighteenth 
century folly, 
with two 
delightful 
thatched 
arbours. This 
is a large 
formal walled 
garden with a 
fountain. There 
is a recently 
extended exotic 
bog garden and 
native wetland 
area add to the 
pleasure. 
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STANWAY FOUNTAIN AND WATER 
GARDEN 

Sianway, Che/fenham GL54 5PQ 
21st August, 2pm-5pm (above) 

This garden offers 20 acres of 
planted landscape in early 
eighteenth century formal setting. 
The restored canal, upper pond and 
165ft high fountain have re-created 
one of the most interesting Baroque 
water gardens in Britain. This is a 
striking manor with gatehouse, tithe 
barn and church. Britain's highest 
gravity fed fountain at 300ft, runs at 
2.45pm and 4pm for 30 mins each 
time. 


THE GRANARY 

Fenny Compton Wharf, Soufftam 
CV47 2FE 

28th - 29th August , 1 1 am-4.30pm 
(right) 

This is an attractive one acre 
canal-side garden with views of 
the Oxford canal and Dassett 
Hilts. Recent additions include 
herbaceous beds, a water feature, 
a cutting garden and herb garden. 
Beyond is a kitchen plot, comprising 
a vegetable area (grown on 
organic principles), a polytunnel for 
propagation and salad crops, fruit 
cage and orchard. There is also a 
copse of native British trees in the 
three acre paddock. Refreshments 
include teas with home-made 
cakes, light lunches, quiches and 
produce from the garden. 




ASTON POTTERY 

Aston, Bamptor?, Oxfordshire 0X18 
2BT . 28th - 29th August, 12pm-5pm 
(above) 

This garden has four stunning 
borders, which flower throughout 
the summer and into autumn. Set 
around the pottery, gift shop and 
cafe is a dense, multi-layered, 
traditional perennial border. 

Large 72 metre double bordered 
hornbeam walk with summerhouse. 
There is also a 50 metre hot bank, 
phlox, kniphoflo and canna lilies 
running five metres deep. 

New for this year, the seasons 
garden, with August offering 
a delight of 600 dahlias and 
agapanthus. 
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E & SONS 

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 


ST/HL. 



Stitil Cordless Range 


ASPEN 






H 



Aspen Alkylate Petrol 


[VIKING m 



Viking Ride On Mower Range 

| HgWDA 




Stovax Solid Fuel Stoves 


CAL 






’-J.TKJ OAi 




Honda Core Mower Range 


Calor Gas Morris Oils 
(Collection Only) & lubricants 


FIR TREE FARM. WARMINGTON, BANBURY. 0X17 1 JL TEL: 01295 211 7?0 MON - FRI 8.00 - 5.00 SAT:S,30 - 2.00 WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 
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FN Pile celebrating 

10 years 

IN BUSINESS 



E veryone knows the wonderful 
Tour Candles' sketch by the 
BBC's 'Two Ronnies', in which 
a shopkeeper gives four candles 
to a customer {Ronnie Barker) who 
actually asks for fork handles, and 
then continues to mishear all of his 
customer's requests, getting more 
and more frustrated! 

Employees at FN Pile and Sons, 
the agriculture suppliers store in 
Warmington near Banbury, are 
especially familiar with the sketch 
- getting asked whether they do 
have 'fork handles', to such an 
extent that owner Frank Pile and 
his wife Kate joke that they should 
have named their store Arkwrights, 
after Barker's character in 'Open 
All Hours'. 

It is the store's 10th Anniversary this 
year, and it is going from strength 
to strength, although when the 
business first started Frank never 
imagined that it would open - let 
alone last ten years! 

In 2006, Burgess Agricultural 
Engineers Ltd, an agricultural 
company that had been in 
Banbury for generations formerly 
as Broughton & Wilkes approached 
Frank lo custom build them a new 
J out of town store' at Warmington 
as they planned to close their 
branch in Banbury. 


Burgess had at one time had 
stores all over the UK with local 
stores in Warwick, Brackiey and 
Northampton, but were forced to 
cut back due to the economic 
strain on agriculture. (It was 
not long before this in 1998 that 
Banbury had lost its cattle market 
- a big attraction for farmers in 
the area). Unfortunately, after 
just six months trading at the new 
site the newly built Banbury store 
at Warmington was also forced 
to close as Burgess continued a 
programme of further cutbacks, 
leaving Frank and employees 
Ray Wyatt and Andrew Bolter with 
an empty building and a lot of 
frustrated customers and suppliers. 

Frank commented: “Luckily, the 
loss of the Burgess frontage for 
companies like Stihl, Countax , 
Yamaha and Hayter proved too 
much of a loss and they were very 
keen to bring their products back 
in lo our new store. 

1 Burgess had positioned itself quite 
cleverly in fhe market as it supplied 
a very diverse range of products 
to a very wide range of customer 
groups , inciuding farmers, 
contractors and fhe generai public. 
Jo this day I have ensured that this 
diverse supply chain has continued 
at FN Pile and Sons. We are an 
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inviting sfore w/fh an impressive 
range of agricultural products 
that caters for the diversity of its 
customer's needs ." 

With the closure of Hoods (a 
Banbury ironmongers in the 
best tradition), and Rosemary 
Higham's wood burning stove 
shop also in Banbury, FN Pile has 
tried to capture trade from local 
homeowners who can't quite find 
what they are looking for at the 
large 'superstores'. 
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Frank commented: “We do tend 
to stock a good deal of items 
that a traditional ironmongers 
might stock. We aiso have very 
know/edgeable staff who are very 
happy to provide advice along 
wifh exemplary service. Ray Wyatt , 
Andrew Goffer, Andrew Moore 
and Terry Boneham have been 
wifh us through the ten years and 
they are very good at supporting 
our customers. If they are unabie 
to find the right pari or fhe right 
machine (which is rare) they will 
definitely point you in the right 
direction as to how to soive the 
problem in some other wayI Our 
customers are aware of this and 
hence our phones never stop 
ringing 1" 

Frank's commitment to the farm 
at Warmington is illustrated by his 
continuing investment in stock and 
in personnel. 











GARDENS & COUNTRY 




from left: Andrew 
Boulter; Ray Wyatt; 
Terry Boneham 


AUGUST 2016 


FOUR SHIRES 
magazine 




Fir Tree Farm Campsite - just down 
the lane from the store, is home to 
a super falconry company and a 
campsite with a well-stocked koi 
carp lake. 


FN Pile is also successfully 
bringing on the next generation 
of agricultural and horticultural 
mechanics in the area by offering 
work experience placements 
and apprenticeships. Dan NobJe 
qualified two years ago and 
Jack Whitton has just won an 
'Apprentice of the Year' award at 
South Worcester College. This year 
joining apprentice is local lad Harry 
Coaker, whose apprenticeship 
commences in September; but 
working through his summer 
holidays he is already showing 
great promise. 


Frank commented: "ft is vita/ to 
support these young people , as 
there is a growing skills shortage 
within our industry and / am 
concerned for the future ." 


Frank is desperate to keep 
agricultural relevant in society 
today, as he believes that it can 
be seen by some now as a 'hobby r 
rather than a way of life. 


"Here's to another ten years!" 
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Salon Prive 

words: bruce cox at Blenheim Palace 


F ollowing its spectacular 

inaugural Blenheim Palace 
event last year, Salon 
Prive returns to the Woodstock, 
Oxfordshire venue in 2016 as the 
UK r s leading luxury super and 
classic car show. 


With the total number of visitors 
topping 11,000 over three days, 
the success of the 2015 event 
coincided with Salon Prive's 10th 
anniversary and firmly cemented 
its position on the luxury and 
automotive calendar. 


Basking in the splendour of the 
baroque palace, 2016 J s three-day 
line up has something for everyone 
including: crowning the finest 
classic cars, celebrating high- 
fashion and experiencing modern- 
day supercars at close quarters. 


Showcasing the very best that 
the automotive world has to 
offer, Salon Prive offers its guests 
unrivalled access to some of the 
most exclusive 
modern 
and classic 
automobiles, as 
well as the very 


latest models 
presented by 
leading 
marques 
such as 


Abarth, Ferrari, Jaguar Land Rover, 
Koenigsegg, Lamborghini and 
Pagani to name but a few. With 
the majority of exhibitors offering 
test drives and demonstrations, it r s 
the only event of its kind in the UK 
where you can see it, drive it and 
actually buy it! 


Salon Prive's highly popular three- 
day format returns, commencing 
with the famous Chubb Insurance 
Concours d'Elegance Judging 
Day on Thursday 1st September. 

The celebrations continue with the 
Boodles Ladies' Day on Friday 2nd 
September along with the Salon 
Prive Sale, before the top-speed 
Salon Prive Supercar Show finale on 
Saturday 3rd September. 


Crowning the creme de la creme 
of the historic and contemporary 
supercar world, the Chubb 
Insurance Concours d'Elegance 
and Pirelli Prestige & Performance 
Competition recognise outstanding 
achievements in the art of the 
m automobile. Last year's winners 
^ included the 1952 Jaguar 

XK12Q which set world records 
in its class on the motorway 


near Jabbeke in Belgium and the 
peerless 2014 Ferrari LaFerrari. 

This year's spectacular will include 
the 50th anniversary of the iconic 
Lamborghini Miura, the car 
recognised as the origin of the 
supercar species. Guests can also 
get up close to the latest concept 
cars, world-famous hypercars, and 
enjoy car parades throughout the 
day. 

Couture lovers are also well 
catered for with, in addition to 
Boodles Ladies' Day, the stand* 
atone Luxury Shopping Village and 
the EFG Art & Memorabilia Fair. 

All Salon Prive guests can relax 


top, from Jeff: Frazer Wash were hand- 
foufft sports cars in fhe T920s and '30s: 
gorgeous French Talbot from the 
art deco styling period Delahaye 
is a superb example of the exotic 
coachbuiiders art in 
1930s France 
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throughout the three days with 
Pommery champagne, Lobster 
luncheon and English afternoon 
tea. 

With over 5,000 guests attending 
the new public Pirelli Prestige 
& Performance Competition 
alone during last years Supercar 
Show, Salon Prive is delighted to 
announce the competition's return 
for the second year running. The 
modern-day twist on a concours 
competition will see over 80 
supercars, manufactured from 1976 
to present day, on display in the 
Great Court forjudging, parades 
and awards ceremonies. 


Three ticket options are available 
for this year's event, the most 
desirable of these being the 
Full Hospitality Ticket offered 
individually for each of the three 
days, which includes luncheon, 
complimentary bar, afternoon 
tea and access to all areas of 
Salon Prive, as well as to Blenheim 
Palace, Park and Gardens. 

Next is the Combined Ticket 

(Saturday only) that 
includes access to 
the Pirelli Prestige & 


Performance 
Competition, 

access to Salon Prive (after 14:30) 
with a complimentary bar and 
afternoon tea as well as access 
to Blenheim Palace Park and 
Gardens, And, finally, there is the 
Pirelli Prestige & Performance 
Competition Ticket 
(Saturday only), which 
includes access to the 
competition as well as 
Blenheim Palace Park 
and Gardens. 


from (op, left to right: 
(his 1953 Jaguar 
XK120 record- 
breaker was voted 
the best car in the 
show: a superb 
Bentiey grand tourer: 
no wonder this 1938 
Vincent V-Twin 
was nicknamed Ihe p/umbebs 
nightmare! 

below: journalist Aian Calhcart gets 
down to it on his 50cc Maserati mini¬ 
racer! 


For tickets 
contact aSieeb@ 
salonprive 
concours.com 
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01327 260 611 

landlord a foxandhoundschanvclton.co.uk 
ww\v. foxandhoundscharwelton. co .uk 


Come dine with us 
and enjoy the tastiest , 
most scrumptious 
food made using the 
freshest ingredients _ 

sourced locally 



OFF your total bill when 
you dine with us until 
4th September 2016 



To take advantage of this offer 
please hook 24 hours in advance 
and quote “SHIRES” - 



t Hi is call not lie used in 
conjunct ion with am 
oilier oJfcr 


Opening Hours 

Monday Lo Thursday ikooluii to 11 : 00 pm 
Friday £s? Saturday 11:00am to 12:00am 
Sunday 12:00pm to 6:00pm 


Our Kitchen is Open 

Monday Lo Thursday 12:00pm Lo 2:30pm 
& 6:00pm Lo 9:00pm 

Friday & Saturday 12:00pm Lo 3:00pm 
& 6:00pm Lo 10:00pm 

Sunday 12:00pm to 4:00pm 


Craft Beers 

Hand-Pulled 

(larefully 

■L 1 


Large Collection 

& Ciders 

Real Ales 

Selected Wines 


of Gins 


Fox & Hounds Banbury Road Charwelton NN113YY 


* 11 foxandl loundscharw 



























The Wild Boar 

CAMRA Pub of the Year 


The Wild Boar in Warwick is 
Warwickshire's CAMRA Pub of the 
Year. The pub, which employs 14 
people (full and part time) has also 
been awarded the ' Pub Garden 




photos: Liz Drake 


of the Year prize twice. Uniquely, 
for a pub in Warwickshire, hops 
are grown in the garden, then 
harvested and made into the 
'Green Hopper' beer that is so 
popular at Wild Boar. 

Stephen Ridgeway, the Managing 
Director of the Wild Boar 
commented: 'The essence of 
the Wild Boar is it is a community 
pub and mirco-brewery. Many 
community events are held here 
each month, including popular 
music nights and a well- 
supported cinema club." 

T: regulars cerebrating being 
awarded CAMRA Pub of the 
Year: 2: Chaz Ridgway and 
daughter Poppy Ridgway: 

3: hops used to make beer , 
grown In the pub garden: 

4: Stephen Ridgway - MD 
Wild Boar Pub Company and 
Brewery: 5: Carmel Sleeman; 
6: Dougre Hoare , Sandra 
Cold icon, Phil Higgins, Leigh 
Hask/ns, Ricky Howells, David Moore; 
7: Jonny & Sassi Cheetham: 8: Alan 
Jones ; 9: Ros W//ffams, Kaly Morgan, 
Martin Kendall, Chris Shaw, Malcolm 
Morris 


wwwAhewildboarwarwick.co.uk 
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POP-UP RESTAURANT 


Sit the fillets next to each 
other on a roasting tray 
and roast for 40 mins for 
medium or 50 mins for 
well done. Leave the beef 
to cool in the roasting 
tray. Dab the fillets with 
kitchen paper to remove 
any excess juices. Then 
either carve into thin 
slices and lay over two 
platters or place the fillets 
on the platters and serve 
with a carving knife and 
fork, so that guests can 
help themselves. 

LENTIL & CASHEW ROAST 


ROASTED BEEF FILLET 
WRAPPED IN PROSCUITTO 


A unique fine dining experience 
m the beautiful surroundings of 
Kirthngton Polo Grounds and Park 


UPCOMING 
POP-UP DATES 
2%-21 iilly 2016 
4-6 August 2016 
IT-13 August 2016 
16-20 Augtist 2016 


This is not a cheap dish fo 
serve, but for an occasion 
it’s definitely worth the 
expense. You can do ait 
fhe prep fhe day before 
and then aliyou'll need 
io do on fhe day is pop 
it in the oven at the 
appropriate time. 

What you'll need: 

2 x 1.5 kg thick beef fillets 
2 tbsp freshly ground 
black pepper 
2 tbsp vegetable oil 
Ajar of Dijon mustard 
About 20 slices proscuitto 

What to do: 

Season the fillets 

generously with the 
ground pepper. 

Heat the oil in a 
large frying pan 
or flameproof k 

roasting tray until 
starting to smoke. 

Then, one at a 

time, sear the 

fillets until brown ^ 

on all sides. Leave 

the beef to rest 

slightly. Meanwhile, 

lay the prosciutto so i 

that irs overlapping 

on two large sheets of 

greaseproof paper. 

Heat oven to 200 g C. | 

Brush the beef all over 
with mustard and place 
on top of the proscuitto. i 
Wrap the proscuitto 
around the beef and 
secure with string. 


THURSDAY TO SATURDAY from 7 oqpm 


Experience the delights of fine dining in one of 
Oxfordshire's more exclusive venues at our first 
Pop-Up Restaurant at Kirtiington Park Polo Club. 

Two courses £30 or 3 courses £35, To whet your 
appetite, take a peek at some sample dishes from 

our menus: 

Basil and walnut panna cotta , Oxford Blue cheese 
crumble and pickied radish salad (V) 

Home cured salmon , girt and cucumber jeliy l 
pumpernickel crumbs and soured cream 

Confit duck and Armagnac prune terrine, bitter 

leaves and pistachio dressing 

❖ 

Roasf rump of UK iamb with dauph/no/se potatoes, 
heritage carrots *3 ways ', iamb jus and mint gel 

Free range chicken breast stuffed with tarragon 
mousse, fondant potato, sauteed girolles and 

chicken jus 

Beetroot risotto with sa/t baked candy beetroot , 
whipped goafs' cheese and baby coriander (V). 

+> 

*Rectory farm' strawberry and Prossecco jeiiy, 
honeycomb and dotted cream ice cream 

Dark chocolate marquise, passion fruit sorbet , 
passion fruit marshmallow and chocolate soil 

Glazed yuzu lemon tart , muscovado crumb/e and 

creme fra/che sorbet 


The perfect choice for 
your vegetarian 

friends, a nut roast 
t-Jflt might sound a 
I bit dull , but , 

* be/ieve me, 

this recipe is 

MvW a 50 delicious 

Oft that 

meat 

llfli iOrt>» eafers 

L , vVjf / will be 

Mr * V fighting 

^ them offl 
Again, you 
can make this 
W a|l fhe day before 
M and it's just as 
EJi jd good hot or 
VI I co/d 


What you 7/ 
need: 


ALL MEMBERS AND MON MEMBERS 
ABE WELCOMf A! 

The Emmery Bar ai the Polo Clubhouse 
tUtlmniion n.:irk Pol a Club Gfound T 
Gttte 1 , Akemisn Si, Kirtllngion 0H5 310 


1kg red lentils , 
we// r/nsed 
2.25 litres veg 
stock 

5 bay leaves 
500g unsalted 
cashew nuts 

























£ SLOW-COOKED BLUSH 


Party 


What you'll need: 

15 red pepper, quartered 
and deseeded 
15 ripe plum tomato, 
quartered 

2 heads of garlic, sliced 
6 tbsp olive oil 
1 tbsp light 
brown sugar 
m 3 tbsp red 
£ wine vinegar 
^^3 handfuls 
fresh basil, 
ripped 

^ What to do: 


Catering at home for a big crowd, 
whether you're planning an at-home 
wedding, a birthday celebration, 
or simply a big family get- j 

together, can bring about 
much head scratching as you 
puzzle over what on earth you 
can prepare that's easy and 
caters for everyone. So here is 
a delicious party menu that serves 20 
guests. Top and tail with some pre-dinner 
nibbles and a giant cheeseboard to A 
finish off a real feast that both meat M 
eaters and vegetarians will love. 


POTATO SALAD WITH 
CHILLI SALSA 


What you'll need: 

4 lb small potatoes 
4 tbsp cider vinegar 

3 fresh jaiapeno chillis , 
chopped 

Bunch of coriander t 
chopped 

2 shallots , chopped 
2 garlic cloves , chopped 

4 tbsp olive oil 


Hk Heat oven to 160^0 
W Toss everything 

^ \ basil in a big 

\ '.Jl then season. 
*$ Put in the 
6 • oven to roast 

undisturbed. 
Cool, stir through 
the basil and correct 
the seasoning. 


nuts in a 
j non-stick 

frying 
pan and 

toast gently until iightiy 


You can prepare this up 
to two days ahead. Bring 
to room temperature 
before serving. 


7 tbsp olive oil 


What to do 


3 red onions , finefy 
chopped 

5 large leeks , trimmed 
and finely chopped 
5 red peppers, deseeded 
and finely chopped 
500g mushrooms , finely 
chopped 

5 garlic clove s crushed 
5 tbsp lemon juice 
400g mature Cheddar 
cheese, grated 
500g wholemeal 
breadcrumbs 
A large bunch of fresh 
parsley , chopped 
5 eggs, J/ghtty beaten 

What to do: 

Put the ient//s, stock and 
bay leaves in a large 
pan and bring to the boil. 
Cover and simmer for 15 
minutes unfit the lentils 
are soft and the stock 
absorbed. Discard the 
bay leaves. 


browned. Set aside to 
cool, then roughly chop. 
Preheat the oven to 
1 90°C. Line the loaf tin 
bottoms with a piece of 
greaseproof paper. You 
can use five fins of abouf 
1.5 litres each, or larger 
tins if you have them. 

Fry the onion for five 
minutes. Add the teeks, 
red pepper, mushrooms 
and garlic and cook until 
fender. Stir In the lemon 
juice. 

In a bowl, mix all this with 
the breadcrumbs , cashew 
nuts and pars/ey fhen 
add the grated cheese 
and beaten egg. Season 
and spoon into the loaf 
tins. Cover with a piece of 
lightly oiled foil. Bake the 
loaf for 30 minutes, then 
remove the foil and ba fee 
unfl cooked. 


BROCCOLI, BUTTERNUT 
AND FETA SALAD 

What you'!/ need; 

3 butternut squash, 
peeled, chopped and 
roasted for 30 minutes 
3 heads broccoli, 
chopped and steamed 
foi five minutes 
75Gg cherry tomatoes 
5QQg pitted black olives 
6G0g feta cheese, 
crumbled 

Green salad leaves 


Simmer the potatoes 
until just tender. Drain 
and cool a little. Halve 
lengthwise and while still 
warm gently toss with 1 
tablespoon vinegar. Cool 
to room temperature. Put 
the jalapenos, coriander, 
shallots, garlic, oil, and 
remaining 3 tablespoons 
vinegar into a food 
processor and pulse until 
finely chopped. Toss the 
potatoes with the salsa. 


Italian salad 
dressing 

What to do: 

Combine 

everything together 
except the leaves, 
add enough 
dressing to coat, 
toss and refrigerate 
overnight. Mix in 
the leaves to serve. 
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in Warwick 


sjmB A festival took place m Warwick last month celebrating the humble 
chilli pepper! 

'Warwick Chifli Festival' plays host to over 20 chilli related food stalls and 
dishes as well as a chilli competition. 

Jack Linstead commented: "We are cont/nuai/y looking fo bring different 
ways of reaching and bringing different audiences info Warwick* The first chiiti 
festival is just one of a series of events we wifi bring to Warwick in 2016. 

"in August there will be a Warwick fringe festival and November sees the 
return of the incredibly popular chocolate festival , which attracted thousands 
of peopie tasf year". 

Jack helps to promote the town of Warwick by working with and promoting 
independent traders and businesses and it's been excellent to see that 
businesses who previously chose not to open on a Sunday are now throwing 
their doors open to welcome the extra visitors to the town* 

Chris White MR for Warwick and Leamington commented: "Yet again the 
Warwick community has come together for something different, something 
that is quirky and a great deai of fun". 


right Jack 
Unstead t April 
Welfer t Adam 
Bateman, Paui 
Evans, Chris 
White MP, Rose 
and Crown 
staff , winners of 
the 20 T 6 chM 
festival, Tina 
Easton, Eilie 
Macher and 
Tom Ebbon 




- te/t: Apr/t We/ier , judge 
being interviewed by Jack 


above from top: the judges 
in actfon: Paui Evans and 
Chris White MP in action 
judging taste testing ; Paui 
Evans and Adam Bateman 
from Mallory Court judging 


Linstead of Warwick Rocks 


above centre; Jo Vaughan - T 683 Chocofate Place, 
youngest chocolateer in the UK having trained at the 
Barry Calfebaut Chocolate Academy in Banbury 
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the winning 
Chitli con 
Came (left), 
and Richard. 
Donnachie 
(below) won 
2nd place 


rv \ V 

right: judges 
with the runner 


up Richard 
Donnachie 


v ^ 

Q 

centre, from teft: 
Anthony Diiion 
from Platinum 
Pancakes Paul Evans, 
Annie Plastow f Chris 
White MP t Martin 
Gordon on Safeline Stall 
providing support for 
young people 

beJow, from left: Jack 
Thomson playing 
badminton: Andrew 
Perry from Urban Herbs ; 
Chris White MR taking 
judging seriously 

bottom , from left: Steve 
and Genevieve Perks ; 
Patrick and Deeba 
Dombawalage - Ceylon 
Spicy Caterers Frank 
Lewis - Frank & Co. 


fattfiufn 


•T*V. 
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FOOD & DRINK 


the Red Lion re-opens 


Last month saw the opening of the newly renovated Red Lion 
in Bloxham near Banbury. Sandra and Mark Page, who have 
been running the nearby Joiners Arms for the previous 17 years 
took the opportunity to acquire the Red Lion from owners 
Fullers back in the spring. 





right, fom top ; Jane Waff, Stephen HoJJoway, fffcfc Srownsfl/ & 

RoHinson; fan Walters^ Mo Mant, Tracy Waiter s 

and Graham Manf; 


Stephen Holloway 
& Nick Clark ; Joffe 
Tibbetts, Chr/sflne & 
Mark Boland , Lou/se 
and Mfke Hawkins; 
Gemma Holloway, 
Nfcola Cherry, 
Ctarke Pentice (first 
pint at new pub) 
and Michael Clarke: 
Heien Clark t Nicola 
and Karen Penrice 
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The Red Lion had been empty for the previous three years. 


below: Sandra and Mark Page outside the Red Mon in Bloxham 


Sandra commented: "Every day for the past six months we 
have been working on the new pub, carrying out all sorts of 
building work, / am happy now to be returning to what l do 
best and that's running a pub, not being a builderi" 

































[f you're planning an 
August Bank Holiday 
barbecue - or barbecuing 
any other time this 
month - you may well be 
wondering which wine 
to choose. Many bbq's 
feature a number of 
marinades and sauces, 
creating an assault 
course for any wine. 

Here are two crowd 
pleasing, affordable wines 
that should stand up to a 
mass of different flavours 
including a possibly 
fruitier white that's just 
a tad less dry than you 
might normally drink, but 
worth every mouthful! 


long and dry/off dry, 
making it an easy- 
drinking wine by the 
glass or a great partner to 
salads, especially if they 
contain seafood and/ 
or ingredients such as 
asparagus, pea-shoots, 
green peppers and herbs. 
Other matches include 
seafood with south-east 
Asian flavours such as 
lime, chilli and coriander 
or Thai fish cakes, 
pea soup and dishes 
accompanied by pea 
purees, too, 

Drink now until 2017 
ABV: 13%, 


those crowned/ 
with cheese 
toppings. 

This incredibly 
good value 
Cabernet 
Sauvignon comes 
from South Africa's 
Western Cape, home to 
the 'No added Sulphur', 
'Vegan Friendly' Running 
Duck portfolio, produced 
by Stellar Organics. Their 
delightful wines are both 
organic and Fairtrade 
accredited. 


sulphur seems to 
make the wine 
more aromatic, as 

" | 

there is a wonderful 
perfumed intensity. 

A very good food wine 
it's filled with red berry 
fruit flavours and 
has an Impressively 
long finish. 

At SH Jones 


The charming 'quakers 1 
label was created after 
seeing Stellar's Indian 
Runner ducks patrolling 


At SH Jones Wines £6.99 


PARA DOS SAUVIGNON 
BLANC TORRONTES 2015 


A good example white 
is this Argentinian 
Sauvignon Blanc. Sourced 
from high altitude 
vineyards in Valle de 
Uco, Mendoza, which 
especially suits the 
Sauvignon Blanc grape 
and helps retain vitality, 
freshness and acidity, the 

Torrontes in 



the blend 
gives it a 
delightful 
aromatic 
nose of 
green fruits 
leading to 
a crisp and 
fruit driven 
palate with 
notes of 
gooseberry, 
green 

melon, white 
peach and 
grapefruit. 
The finish is 
surprisingly 


Six bottle case discount 
at £6.29 per bottle. 

RUNNING DUCK 
FAIRTRADE CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON 2015 

When thinking of 
serving bbq burgers. 
Cabernet Sauvignon 

comes immediately to 
mind. As good a match 
with a burger as It is 


the vineyards, eating 
insects and snails, 
protecting the vines In 
the most eco friendly 
way. Not only is this dry 
red wine organic, vegan 
friendly, Fairtrade and 
sulphur and preservative 
free, but the most 
important thing is that 
it is quite delicious. 
Lovely pure cassis and 



Wines £8.99 
Six bottle 
case 
discount 
at £8.09 
per bottle. 



iswi;;. 


with a steak, the juicy, 
fruity flavours 
complement 
burgers, 
especially 


raspberry flavours with 

a fresh intensity that is 
reminiscent of Beaujolais 
satisfy the tastebuds while 
the lack of 


To keep in touch with SH Jones Wines 

events: www.shjones.com/shjones/events 
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WEDDINGS 


With August's 
magazine featuring 
weddings we have * 
delved into our 
archives and retrieved 
these fabulous shots of 
weddings from the 60's 
and 70's. Even back 
then each wedding 
was unique with a 
range of dresses and 
hairstyles. We would 
love to know who 
these lovely couples 
are. 


If you know any of 
the people pictured 
then we took forward 
to hearing from you , 
ca thy@fourshires.co.uk 
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CALEDONIAN BAND 


These pictures show a Caledonian 
band marching through past the 
cross in the late 60 f s, We wonder 
what the reason for the march was 
and if the band stilt regularly plays 
in the area? 


CHERWELL MOTORS 


We love these shots of the old 
Cherwell Motors pick-up truck. 

We wonder if these pictures were 
taken for promotion or perhaps 
the truck was a new addition to 
the dealership - offering road side 
recovery for the first time? 


GUIDE DOG 


It is no secret that dogs have been 
known as 'man's best friend' for 
many a year. This picture shows a 
fantastic canine companion and 
Guide dog for the blind visiting a 
local scout troop. We are unsure of 
the year. 
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when she mentioned she was 
almost expecting l Mr Darcy 5 to 
appear round the corner at any 
moment ready to whisk her away! 

Drummer Caroline started the 
concert off with an extremely 
powerful drum solo, bringing the 
crowd to their feet. 

Following this, a set that lasted a 
good two hours showcased the 
amazing talent of the family based 
group with Andrea, Jim, Sharon 
and Caroline shining. 

Everyone loves Elton John and he 
never fails to delight his audience. 
The response from the crowd didn't 
fail either as many of his famous 
tunes poured out. Most were 
on their feet from the start, and 


The beautifully majestic 
surroundings of Blenheim Palace 
were the backdrop for the 
Nocturne Live concerts staged last 
month. 


The four day event featured such 
diverse talents as The Carrs, with 
guest Jack Savoretfj, The toya/ 
Phi/harmonic Orchestra and 
the formidable talents of Fnnio 
Morricone, with the final night’s 
guest, F/fonJohn. 


The Four Shires were lucky enough 
to visit the event and enjoyed The 
Corns who played a set featuring 
many of their old hits as well as 
songs from their most recent album 
’White Light*. 

The beautiful surroundings weren't 
lost on lead singer Andrea Corr 
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far left top: Eiton John 
above left: The Cons 
left: Jack Savoretti 

pictures of Enn/o 
Momcone , opposite 
page , courtesy of 
Jelmer de Haas and 
Muthmedta GmbH 


reacted to his impressive list of hits 
with hearty voices. 


Blenheim palace as a concert 
setting was powerful in itself. The 
acoustics were superb within the 
courtyard, with the backdrop of the 
palace to one side and rolling hills 
to the other. Et was easy to succumb 
to the moment, the events perfectly 
illustrating how good concerts can 
be in such a magnificent setting. 


The 'Nocturne Live 1 concerts at 
Blenheim Palace are a 'must' 
concert goers and, in fact, 
that has never had the delight 
of attending a concert. It is a 
comfortably seated event where 
you are surrounded by culture 
and beautiful surroundings. It was 
a perfect evening and definitely 
something to look out for next ^ 
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Elisha 


Beaufy and Beast: E/isfta Wii/is as Bette and Robed Parker as the 
Beast w/th Artists of Birmingham Royal Bat/et (photo; Biif Cooper) 


at the theatre 
with bruce cox 


Hobsons 
Choice; 
E/isha Willis 
as Maggie 
Hobson 
and Robert 
Parker as 
Wit/ Mossop 


A fter an incredible 13-year 

career with the Birmingham 
Royal Ballet, 12 of which 
were as a Principal Dancer, 
audience-favourite Elisha Willis 
hung up her pointe shoes for the 
very last time at the end of this 
summer's season of performances. 
During those 13 years she became 
admired as one of the most 
exceptional dancers in the UK and 
has performed with BRB across the 
globe from Japan and the USA to 
South Africa and beyond. 

One of her most memorable 
performances came when she 
created the role of Cinderella 
in David Bintley r s production 
that premiered in 2010 and was 
broadcast on BBC2 to millions 
of viewers on Christmas Day 
that same year. She has also 
become known for her outstanding 
performances in classic roles such 
as the Sugar Plum Fairy in The 
Nutcracker, Odette/Odile in Swan 
Lake and Swanilda in Coppeiia. 

Born in Australia, Elisha Willis trained 
at the Australian Ballet School, 
joining Australian Ballet in 1999 and 
being promoted to Soloist in 2001. 
She joined Birmingham Royal Ballet 
in 2003 and, following a succession 
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of accomplished debuts in 
many leading roles, was 
promoted to Principal the 
following year. 

Birmingham Royal Ballet 
Director David Bintley 
says of her; " Elisha has 
been such a centra/ and 
important dancer to Birmingham 
Royal Ballet over the past T3 years. 
She is b/essed with a fear/ess 
technique which means that she is 
the perfect dancer to create new 
rotes when l am choreographing. I 
have toved making roies for Elisha 
as she has always given her ail 
fo the creative process. She was 
an utterly endearing Cinderella, 
a beautifully romantic Roxane in 
Cyrano and a nymph-like Eurydice 
in The Orpheus Suite, t know fhat 
BRB f s audiences have enjoyed 
watching Elisha as much as we 
have all enjoyed working wifh her.' 

Elisha's final Principal roie was 

as Kate in this year's staging of 
The fam/ng of the Shrew in a BRB 
summer season devoted to ballets 
based on the works of William 
Shakespeare as part of a huge 
number of nationwide performing 
arts productions that celebrated 
the 400th Anniversary of his death. 


(photo; Bill 

' p HI 


Cooper) 


Of that role she said; have spent 
the past year saying wefi, that's my 
final Nutcracker or that's my final 
Swan Lake but l was so giad to be 
ending wifh this one, it's such a fun 
show to dance/" 


The faming of the Shrew 
was originally created by 
choreographer John Cranko for 
the Stuttgart Ballet in 1969. Since 
then the two-act work has become 
a staple of the international ballet 
repertoire, danced by companies 
across the globe including 
American Ballet Theatre, The 
Royal Ballet, The National Ballet of 
Canada, The Australian Ballet and 
The Jeffrey Ballet. 

Born in South Africa in 1927, John 
Cranko was one of the most 
successful choreographers of full- 
length story ballets in the twentieth 
century. He studied dance mainly 
at the University of Cape Town 
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and at the Sadler's Wells School in 
London, He joined Sadler's Wells 
Royal Ballet, which was to become 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, in 1946 
and in a few years began his 
choreographic career His untimely 
death in 1973, at the age of 45, 
deprived the ballet world of one of 
its most talented choreographers of 
full story ballets. 

Although it has other ballets by 
Cranko in its repertoire, this was the 
first BRB production of his masterful 
choreographic depiction of 
Shakespeare's perpetually battling 
lovers, Petruchio and Katherina, 
and of Petruchio's determination 
to bend the feisty, independent- 
spirited and tempestuous Katherina 
to his will. 

Incorporating a stunning array of 
dramatic moods, virtuoso dancing 
and vivid characterisation, Fhe 
Faming of the Shrew conveys 
Shakespeare's wit, brilliant comic 
invention and sharp understanding 
of human character like no 
other ballet. Cranko adapted 
Shakespeare's tale of mismatched 
marriage to create his undoubted 
balletic masterpiece. He breathed 
new life into this witty battle of the 
sexes, set to a sparkling baroque 
score by Domenico Scarlatti, and 
achieved a memorable and truly 
funny mix of comedy, romance 
and bravura dancing. 

Birmingham Royal Ballet Director 
David Bintley is a great admirer of 
Cranko s work and says, "He 
was one of the master 
storytellers in dance. His 
choreography was classic a fly 
based but combined with a tove 
for acting - which is an ideal fit for 
Birmingham Royal Ballet . Upon first 
seeing The Taming of the Shrew at 
age 16, / fefi in iove with the work, f 
knew that if f should ever become 
Director of a Company , / wou/d 
want that piece for the repertoire. 

By be/ng cast as a young dancer 
in one of the productions of the 
ballet and having the opportunity 
to work with wonderful teachers, 
f grew significantly as an arftsh So 
when / became Arf/sfic Director of 
BRG, I wanted our dancers to have 
the opportunity to experience that 
same type of growth. " 

David Bintley is himself, of course, 
one of the foremost choreographers 

AUGUST 2016 A FOUR SHIRES S7 

MAGAZINE 


m 


of our age and has also turned to 
Shakespeare for the inspiration for 
a new ballet with which BRB will 
close out 2016, 

Fhe Fempest will undoubtedly 
conjure Prospero's magical isle 
into a spellbinding new work of 
ballet theatre and promises to be 
one of the major dance events 
of 2016, At once enchanting and 
elemental, it is a powerful story of 
a man determined to right past 
wrongs against him by all means 
in his power. Bintley s creative 
collaboration with acclaimed 
composer Sally Beamish, and 
designer Rae Smith (The Prince of 
fhe Pagodas , War Horse) intertwines 
themes of love, loyalty, and loss, 
punctuated by a comic duo, more 
than one dastardly conspiracy 
and a spectacular 
danced masque 
sequence featuring 
gods and spirits. 


Elisha Willis as Cinderella 
(photo: Bill Cooper) 



The production 
will launch at 
the Birmingham 
Hippodrome from 
October 1st to 8th 
and then move 
to Sadlers Wells 
in London from 
October 13th 
to 15th. More 
details and ticket 
purchases from 
the BRB company 
website at www. 
brb.org.uk 


Elisha Willis in The 
Taming of the Shew 
fphofo: Andrew Ross) 



Carmina burana: E/isha M/s 
as (.over Girf and Jamie 
Bond as fhe FJrsf Seminarian 
(photo: Bill Cooper) 





Also missing from the dance stage in 
future will be the popular tango-dancing 
twosome and former television favourites, 
Vincent Simone and Ffavia Cacace, both 
stars of BBC TV's Sfr/ct/y Come Dancing. 

The Guildford-based couple met when 
they were in their teens and after 
competing successfufly together for 
many years, and becoming world tango 
champions in the process, Vincent and 
Flavia began on Strrcffy in 2005. Vincent 
reached the semi-finals with Louisa Lytton 
in 2006, and Flavia won the coveted 
trophy in 2012 dancing with Louis Smith, 
the silver medal Olympic gymnast. 

After a 20-year dance career highlighted 
by their touring shows Dance '77/ Dawn 
and Midnight Tango f the couple decided 
that 2016 was time for The Last Tango. And 
after performing at Oxford's New Theatre 
during the first week of July, they danced 
it at Southampton's Mayflower Theatre a 
week later. 

Then, almost inevitably, they announced 
that they would be appearing in 
pantomime. They will dance in Snow 
W/h/te at Birmingham's Barclaycard Arena 
and at the SSE Arena, Wembley over 
the Christmas holiday period. For more 
information go to www.vtncentandflavia. 
com. And for more details of shows at the 
New Theotre, Oxford ranging from Juke 
box musicals' to opera and ballet, go to 
www.atgtickets.com 


above: Vincent Simone and Flavia Cacace - 
The Last Tango (photo: Manuel Harlan) 



Evelyn Waugh s 1945 novel Bn'deshead Pevfs/fed is without 
doubt one of the great literary works of the 20th Century and 
was placed at number 45 in the BBCs ranking of the best 100 
fictional books of all time in its 2003 survey The Big Read. It was 
also in the Top 100 'best ever novel' ratings of the Modern 
Library series and both Time and Newsweek magazines. 

And without doubt it was turned into one of the best television 
series of all time when Anthony Andrews and Jeremy Irons 
starred in the 1981 Granada TV production. Broadcast in 
11 episodes, the serial premiered on ITV in the UK and CBC 
Television in Canada in October 1981 and as part of the Great 
Performances series on PBS in the United States in January 1982. 

tt was a TV sensation right from the very first episode and in 2000, 
the serial was placed 10th on a list of the 100 Greatest British 
Television Programmes compiled by the British Film institute and 
based on a poll of industry professionals. In 2007, the serial was 
listed as one of Time Magazine's 100 Best TV Shows of All Time. 

In 2010, it was second in The Guard/an newspaper's list of the 
top 50 TV dramas of all time. And in 2015, The Daify Telegraph 
listed it as 'the best of the best' in its compilation of the greatest 
television adaptations ever, stating that it was "television's 
greatest literary adaptation, bar none!". 

Finally, In 2008 a well-received feature film version was made 
which starred Matthew Goode, Ben Wishaw, Emma Thompson 

and Michael 
Gambon. 

Even though it 
totally holds the 
reader's interest 
throughout, 
Brideshead 
Revisited is a long 
and sprawling 
novel with multiple 
locations ranging 
























from university Oxford and London 
to an English country estate, then 
on to Venice, Tangier,. New York and 
even aboard a transatlantic ocean 
liner. The storyline comfortably filled 
more than ten hours of television 
time so I was curious to see how this 
had been condensed for the stage 
in its first production for the theatre, 
which took place at the Oxford 
Playhouse back in June. 

Based on Tony award nominee 
Bryony Lovery's adaptation, the 
Playhouse was a perfect choice 
to launch this production as 
WauglVs classic, and essentially 
autobiographical, novel begins 
in Oxford, a city which is fondly 
nestled in the memory of lead 
character Charles Ryder's glorious 
university days and which was 
where his life-long entanglement 
with the aristocratic Marchmain 
family began. 

Brideshead Rev/s/fed tells an 
evocative story of forbidden love 
and the toss of innocence set in the 
pre-WWil era. In the film, Charles 
Ryder becomes entranced with 
the noble Marchmain family, first 
through the charming, obviously 
gay and provocative young Lord 
Sebastian Flyte, and then his 
sophisticated sister, Julia, The rise 
and fall of Charles' infatuations 
reflect the decline of a decadent 
era in England between the wars. 


I 
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The story begins in 1943 when 
Ryder, by then an established artist 
turned Army officer for the duration 
of the war, finds himself back at the 
great estate of Brideshead, which 
has been requisitioned as a military 
headquarters. Unable to shake off 
his memories, the past and present 
blur as Charles recalls the heady 
days with its eccentric inhabitants, 
Lord and Lady Marchmain and 
their offspring Julia, Cordelia and 
Sebastian. 

Then the on-stage journey began 
through its multipie far-flung 
locations and it was one which 
proved to be rather too much 
for the narrow confines of the 
theatre. The play was around the 
same length as the film version but 
productions for the big screen have 
the huge advantage of location 
shooting for changes of scene. So 
director Damien Cruden, Artistic 
Director of York Theatre Royal, 
very much had his work cut out in 
telling the audience where it was 
supposed to be in the story. 

He achieved this mostly by 
having Brian Ferguson, in the 
role of Charles Ryder, prompt 
the audience with remarks in the 
script along the lines of “and so to 
Venice", This approach worked well 
enough for those in the audience 
who were paying attention, or 
those who had either read the 
book or seen the on-screen 
versions. But there were certainty 
some puzzled comments overheard 
as the Playhouse patrons filed 
out for their interval refreshments. 
Having said, that, however, the 
consensus seemed to be that most 
of people picked up the plot during 
the second half. All In all, it was a 
decent effort in remaining faithful 
to the book despite the confines of 
the stage. 

An interesting point for those of us 
living in our Four Shires is that there 
is an a I most-local connection to 
the novel. Both the TV series and 
the film used the great Yorkshire 
estate and palace of Castle 
Howard as the location for the 
fictional Brideshead. But in fact 
the real one is at Madresfield 
Court in Worcestershire under the 
eastern shadow of the Malvern 
Hills. For centuries this has been the 
ancestral seat of the Lygon family 


- a name which wifi be familiar to 
many of you via the Lygon Arms 
hotel in the lovely North Cotswold 
village of Broadway. 

Waugh characterised the Lygons 
as the Marchmains...and in 
his era they were every bit as 
eccentric and scandal-ridden as 
his fictional family. For the back- 
story to Brideshead. I thoroughly 
recommend you read Mad World 

- Evelyn Waugh and the Secrets 
of Bridehead by Paula Byrne. 
Published by Harper Collins it is In 
some ways even more entertaining 
and interesting than Waugh's 
fictional account! 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

Another stage version of a great 
classic novel comes to our area in 
September when a major theatrical 
adaptation of Charles Dickens 1 
literary masterpiece A Jaie of 
Two Cities visits both the Royal 
in Northampton and the Oxford 
Playhouse. 

The play returns to the Royal 
stage from September 10th to 
17th- which was where it made 
its celebrated premiere as part of 
the 2014 Made in Northampton 
season. It is a co-production with 
the Touring Consortium Theatre 
Company and the first stop on a 
national tour is at the Playhouse 
from September 20th to 24th, 

Dickens considered this epic novel 
the best story he had ever written. 
Interweaving one family's intensely 
personal drama with the terror and 
chaos of the French Revolution, 

It is a story of love, sacrifice and 
redemption amidst horrific violence 
and world changing events. So, in 
an age of increasing popular unrest 
across the world, this dramatic 
adaptation by Mike Poulton (whose 
credits include 14/o/f Ha/f and 
Bring Up the Bodies for the Royal 
Shakespeare Company) seems 
more relevant than ever. Directed 
by Royal & Derngate's Artistic 
Director James Dacre, the play 
includes rousing original music by 
Oscar-winning composer Rachel 
Portman and will again feature one 
of the largest acting companies 
to ever appear on the Royal or 
Playhouse stages. 

Go to www.royalandderngate.co.uk 
or www.oxfordpiayhouse.com 
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some of these 
boots were made 


for walking, 




ith maaqie Chaplin 



an has been protecting 
his feet for thousands of 
years. A shoe found In 


the ice in the Italian Alps with the 
remains of a man who died more 
than five millennia ago was made 
of deer hide, with a bearskin sole, a 
bark strip lining and grass padding. 
It may be that foot protection for 
animals also dates back that far, 
but there's little archaeological 
evidence. 


battle. The hooves of pack animals 
too were subject to excessive 
wear and injury and they were 
often provided with shoes. These 
would be portable and probably 
only used on rough terrain or for 
prolonged work. Any footwear that 
was lightweight and comfortable 
was of necessity not very durable. 


hippostmdal. This must have been 
very cumbersome and unless 
carefully fitted, one can imagine 
it caused more problems than it 
solved. 


If is well known, though, that the 
Ancient Greeks and Romans used 
to protect the feet of their horses, 
particularly those that rode into 


Hoof protectors in the form of 
leather boots or rope bindings 
were being used hundreds of years 
before Christ. These would quite 
quickly wear out and the grip on 
steep or dusty surfaces would be 
poor. The Romans tried various 
modifications. One of which was 
to put metal studs into the 
soles of the leather shoes 
to prolong their life and 
improve traction. They also 
developed a strap-on 
iron hoof-plate 
called a 

- • 


Battles were won or lost if war 
horses became incapacitated 
because of sore feet. This 
was apparently a problem for 
Alexander the Great in the 3rd 
century BC. Fixed, nail-on iron shoes 
were not in widespread use until 
the Hth century, so before that, 
if you waged war on horseback, 
you had to be prepared to add 
vast numbers of replacement horse 
(and mule) shoes to the inventory 
of supplies that had to be carted 
with you into battle. 


It wasn't just warhorses and pack 
animals that suffered from foot 
injuries. When the Romans were 
in Britain from 43AD till they left at 
the beginning of the 5th century, 
they needed a considerable army 
of occupation to maintain their 
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dominant position The troops 
had to be ft j d, and livestock was 
herded, sometimes hundreds of 
miles, to provide them with meat, 
and it's likely that these animals too 
were provided with some form of 
footwear. 

The practice of driving animals from 
rural areas to centres of population 
persisted throughout the Middle 
Ages until droving declined in 
the 19th century when it became 
possible to transport stock by rail, 


which if required to parade with 
the men could potentially get 
sore feet, its uniform in addition 
to decorative headgear and a 
coat in regimental colours might 
also include its own set of carefully 
crafted smart leather boots. 

Covering hooves and claws to 
prevent damage wasn't always 
enough Sometimes toes and 
soles stilt suffered injury, so special 
therapeutic shoes and boots were 
developed. Initially they'd have 
been made from leather and 
would incorporate some form 
of cushioning, or they might be 
fashioned to accommodate a 
poultice to be applied to treat the 
foot problem. In the past these 
types of boot were mainly for 
horses. Many museums have 


Cattle weren't 
the only animals 
that had to trek 
for miles. Huge 
flocks of geese 
and turkeys were 
gathered together 
and driven to 
market and their 
feet are not at 
ail suited to route 
marching. The 
geese may have 
had one wing 
clipped so they 
couldn't fly off and they’d probably 
be fitted with little leather boots. An 
alternative method of protecting 
birds' feet was to dip them first in 
tar and then in sand. Turkeys were 
usually given this treatment. 
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and even by sea. When cattle were 
herded across country for many 
miles there is evidence to suggest 
that certainly in the 17th century it 
was common practice to protect 
their feet. This would probably be in 
the form of nailed on shoes,, similar 
to fixed horse shoes but allowing for 
the cloven hooves. Draught oxen 
working on farms would often have 
worn the same sort of thing. No 
certain evidence of anything more 
flimsy being used has survived. 


Imagine struggling to wrap or 
dip the feet of an indignant bird 
that was no doubt very free with 
its beak, whilst surrounded by its 
honking, flapping compatriots - 
what a task! It would be hard work 
and time consuming but worth the 
effort. Any bird that didn't survive 
the journey or arrived in poor 
condition at its destination meant 
revenue lost. 

Occasionally other animals march. 
Many army regiments traditionally 


adopt a mascot, such as a goat, 
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examples, but the one associated 
with Waterperry Gardens near 
Oxford has a splendid collection, 
(It's worth visiting for that alone, but 
there are many other fascinating 
bygones there too, including a set 
of regimental goat boots!) 

Sometimes the terrain on which 
animals had to work presented its 
own set of problems. Draught oxen 
or horses would be expected to 
work in snow and ice, and 
their hooves would slide on slippery 
surfaces. Just in the way that 
tyre chains might be fitted to car 
tyres to give a better grip in wintry 
conditions, so horses might be 
kitted out with snow boots -their 
version of hobnail boots - to help 
them to be sure-footed. 


men with scythes would cut the 
grass by hand. Later horses would 
be used to pull the mowers over 
the courts. Hoof prints would be 
undesirable, so the animats wore 
boots that evened out the pressure 
of their feet. 

The development of vulcanized 
(toughened) rubber in the 19th 
century eventually broadened the 
scope of footwear for everyone 
- rubberised boots, that we now 
find indispensable, evolved and 
animals weren't left out. Scald and 
footrot are common causes of 
lameness in sheep and can result 
in serious economic loss as well as 
pain and discomfort for the sheep. 
Before vaccinations and antibiotics 
were available the application of 
antiseptic solutions and prevention 
of further damage were the only 
options. Hence the patenting of the 
Dunlop sheep boot in 1936! 

These rubber boots were available 
as a wrap-around style with a 
buckle at two shillings and eleven 
pence a pair, or with a front zip 
fastener for three shillings and 
sixpence. They were produced in 
five different sizes and came with a 
set of veterinary instructions for use. 
The Waterperry Museum has some 
of these too. It's doubtful whether 
their application was widespread. 
The difficulties and cost of fitting 
unco-operative sheep with 
zipped or buckle-up wellies, and 
regularly changing and replacing 
them probably outweighed their 
advantages. 
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a smile,, but 
manufacture 
and sale of 

animal boots Is a flourishing industry 
today. 

The range of footwear for dogs 
covers a wide spectrum of use. 
Many of us who own a dog have 
had the frustrating experience 
of trying to persuade a stubborn 
animal that the snazzy boot the vet 
provided, probably at significant 


There were also occasions 
when animals were fitted 
with footwear to prevent 
damage to the surface 
they were walking on. 

For centuries lawn tennis 
was popular amongst 
the aristocracy, and until 
the 1830s when cylinder 
mowers were developed, 
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expense, must be kept on to 
protect an injury and not treated as 
a substitute chew bone, 

There are dog boots for other 
purposes. Agility dogs may wear 
them to prevent skid injuries, and 
boots for sled dogs stop snow 
and ice accumulating between 
their toes. There are special boots 
available for greyhounds with 
corns, and sometimes police dogs 
wear work boots, A vast array of 
designs, colours and materials is 
available too. Leather stilf features 
- dressed cowhide remains popular 
for boot soles, but the uppers are 
often made from weatherproof, 
man-made fabric and they range 
in colour from country green 
to neon brights, with prints and 
monograms optional. Your pooch 
can be laced, zipped or velcroed 
into his footwear. The choice for 
horses is just as broad. 

In our fashion conscious times 
although animal footwear is still 
mostly primarily functional, there's 
an increasing nod to what's trendy. 
(But does a dog really care if his 
boots match his onesie or tone with 
his owner's coat?). The pets of the 
rich and famous may sport jewel- 
encrusted collars and designer 
footwear and the rest of us may 
consider it 21st century frivolity, but 
there is a historic precedent. 

Two millennia ago, one of the most 
infamous celebrities of all time, 

Nero, Emperor of Rome, is reputed 
to have demonstrated his wealth 
and importance by having silver 
shoes made for all his mules - and 
he owned thousands of them. His 
wife, Poppaea, was determined 
not to be outdone (or outshone!) 
and in an expression of super 
extravagance she ordered gold 
coverings to decorate the hooves 
of her mules. Unlike the practical 
leather footwear of the prehistoric 
Italian iceman, the lavish mule 
boots that dazzled onlookers in the 
sun of Ancient Rome were surely 
just for show and definitely not 
made for walking! 

7banks fo the Waterperry Museum 
for permission to photograph the 
exhibits. 

top left: adjustable snow boof 

far left: Ice and snow shoe 

left: poult Ice boot ^ 






BUSINESS 


EMPLOYEE OWNED 
CELEBRATION 

Having a tea break just 
outside Chipping Norton 
last month were the 
staff of Wise Investment, 
an employee owned 
business since 2013. 
Employees were taking 
part in their annual 
celebration, marking 
the anniversary of the 
company becoming 
employee owned. 

Famously, John Lewis, 

Avis RentaCar and cfoser 
to home, Michael Jones 
Jewellers, are employee 
owned. 

Kerri Grant, one of the 
employee ownership 
trustees, encourages all 
of the employees at Wise 
to be fully engaged with 
employee ownership. Kerri 
commented: "Although 
the board makes the 
final decision, employee 
ownership means we all 
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get to have a say in the 
decisions that matter 
to us, such os flexible 
working hours, through 
the foruirV 


Being part of an 
employee owned 
company makes us feel 
more valued as part of 
the company, not just as 


people who work for the 
company. J As an owner of 
the company, / fee/ more 
secure in my ro/ef 
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For advice on investment & pension 
planning, talk to Swann Financial. 


SWANN 

FI NANC1AL CONSULTANCY 


0129S 275269 

ww w. swannfinancial .co.uk 


Swann financial Consultancy represent* only St. jamesfl Place Wealth Management pic (which i* authorised and regulated. bv the E" manci al Conduct Authority) lor the purpose oi 
advising solely on the tirtnip s wealth management products anti services, more details of which are set out on the Group's website www.i;jp.cn.uk/products. 
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BUSINESS 


BREXIT... 

HOW COULD IT AFFECT YOU? 

No matter what your view about 
the referendum decision it is now 
having fundamental effects on 
peoples’ lives and theEr financial 
situation. So what changes are we 
seeing since that momentous vote? 



SHARE PRICES AND INVESTMENTS 

The stock markets had an almost 
instant reaction to the vote 
decision, probably because it 
was so unexpected. The overall 
combined prices have bounced 
back but bank share prices have 
been significantly reduced. Most 
advisers will say that investors 
should consider the longer term 
and that prospects for the UK 
remain strong but this will not help 
those who need to access the 
value of their investments in the 
short term. 


vulnerability of borrowers and the 
possibility that property prices wifi 
decrease? 

PROPERTY VALUES 

If potential buyers cannot borrow 
so easily and they are not so 
confident in UK property investment 
it is not unexpected that prices are 
being hit. A number of institutional 
property funds have seen runs on 
investors wanting to withdraw their 
stakes. 

TAX RATES 


austerity. On the other hand 
George Osborne did say that the 
corporation tax rate may be cut to 
below 15%. This kind of offer may 
win over businesses but it is more 
likely that they will see this kind of 
uncertainty as unhelpful by those 
wanting to know whether to invest 
in the future. 


MORTGAGES AND OTHER LOANS 

it is perhaps not surprising that 
many lenders are being much more 
cautious since June. This is likely to 
be due to both worry about the 


The Chancellor has said he may 
need to hold an emergency 
Budget and there has been much 
debate about tax rate changes 
due to renewed pressures for 




For further advice 
might affect 
you, please 
contact 
Alan Boby 
on aboby@ 
elacotts.co.uk 
or call him on 
01295 250 401. 


on how Brexit 


Need some direction? 

Trust Ellacotts to provide you with a range of tailored 
services, knowledgeable expertise and strategic ideas to 
help you and your business thrive. 
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Specialist legal 
services for you and 
vour business n 



E enquiries@se-Jaw.co.Lik 1 ( 
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www.sedaw.co.uk SOLICITORS 
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BRACKLEY BICESTER BUCKINGHAM 


BANBURY 
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HOW WHITLEY STIMPSON MAKE YOUR HOLIDAYS SAFER 


Whitley 
Stimpson, one 
of the largest 
independent 
accountancy 
and business 
advisers in 
the area, has 
been licensed 
to examine 
and report on travel companies 
and airlines providing ATOL money- 
back assurances. 

The company's director Jonathan 
Walton said: “We are del/gbfed 
fo fake on fft/s respons/bfe and 
prestigious service, which links 
us directiy to many thousands 


of members of the public, it is 
another example of our company's 
strength in specialist subjects and 
we are pleased to be involved in 
an important scheme thaf makes 
peopte fee) good about fhe/r 
ho/iday bookings." 

The ATOL reporting accountants' 
scheme has been developed by 
the Civil Aviation Authority to help 
the standard of ATOL reporting and 
to provide assurance that financial 
information which is submitted on 
behalf of ATOL holders is accurate. 

Jonathan said: u We are well placed 
to undertake this rote and are 
delighted to be one of oniy fen 
firms throughout Oxfordshire and 


Buckinghamshire to be licensed in 
this area. Our policy of continuous 
professional development means 
that we have a high level of 
expertise necessary for this and 
other specialist roles." 

Whitley Stimpson, which has offices 
in Banbury, Bicester, High Wycombe 
and Witney also specialises in 
accountancy and business advisory 
services in education, agriculture 
and serviced charge accounting 
as well as providing bespoke 
services to companies of alf sizes 
and individuals. 

They can be contacted through 
www.whitieystimpson.co.uk or by 
telephone on OT295 270200. 




We ensure that we thoroughly understand your challenges and the needs of your business. 
We tailor intelligent, effective solutions to help you grow. 

Contact Whitley Stimpson for a FREE consultation 

Banbury Office: +44 (0)1295 270200 

High Wycombe Office: +44 (0)1494 448122 
Bicester Office: +44(0)1869 252151 

PARTNERS IN 
YOUR PROGRESS 


Whitley Stimpson 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 


whitleystimpson.co.uk 
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Fisher German are well known for Ihe valuation expertise that 
they provide to clients, be it for lending, taxation or third party 
negotiation purposes, but there is one area of instructions which 
has expanded considerably faster than other valuation types in 
the last five years; that of providing expert witness reports For court 
purposes. 


There are unfortunately times 
when despite the best efforts 
of parties, matters end up in 
court where property value 
Is disputed. Common causes 
Include the split of a long term 
partnership (be it business or 
marital) with division of assets, to 
disputes over loss of value to a 
property through the actions of 
a third party, for example mis- 
conveyance of a property sale. 

In order for the Judge to gain 
an understanding of the case 
In front of them, experts in the 
relevant field are employed 
to help establish the facts. 

Such experts can be of joint 
instruction by both parties or 
employed by one side in a 
dispute. Either way, whoever 
their paymaster is, their duty 
Is to provide the court with 
unbiased expert opinion. Fisher 
German regularly provide such 
expert advice in the form of 
valuation reports. 

Often the valuation required 
might be relatively simple, for 
example the valuation of a 
single residential dwelling within 
a popular village, but we have 
recently seen an Increase in 
the far more complicated 
cases, for example the 
valuation of a property where 
one of two access points 
has been J losth The valuer 
under such instruction must 
consider the difference In value 
between the property subject 
to two access points and 
subject to the single access 
point remaining, noting that 



Jonathan Perks 


one of the two access ways 
might be of a higher standard 
or better positioned than the 
other. 

The valuer must take great 
care in preparing their report 
as, should they be called to 
give evidence in court, a 
barrister is likely to question the 
experience and standing of an 
expert in order to establish the 
relevance of their evidence, 

A poorly crafted report will 
bring into question the valuers 
credibility and therefore the 
validity of the value they report. 

Fisher German have a core 
of experienced and specially 
trained expert witness valuers 
available to assist those 
requiring expert advice. Our 
valuation reports cover all the 
areas required by the courts 
and have been shown to stand 
up to rigorous questioning within 
a court environment. Where 


matters have reached that 
J point of no return' we can be 
instructed either jointly or singly 
by the parties to provide sound, 
impartial valuation advice that 
should help the parties reach 
agreement and resolution as to 
property values. In many cases 
our reports have been crucial 
to agreement of an out of court 


settlement, thus saving both 
parties time and expense, 

If you are In need of expert 
valuation advice on a property 
matter, call Jonathan Perks 
at our Banbury office (01295 
226232) for a no-obligation 
discussion or email him at 
J on a than. perks@fis hergerma n. 
co.uk 




your local team 


rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 
commercial 

contact us on 

Banbury 01295 271555 

Ui dSfishefgerman.co.uk 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 




FISHER 

GERMAN 


www.fishergerman.co.uk 
























GIFT NOTinm in the* Fnnr Shir*^, 

Call Gail or Jeremy 
on 01295 709 999 




F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING 8c REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 
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Ray Randerson 
Carpets 


Carpets selected from around the globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Dassett, CV47 2AQ 
01295 690721 




LATE NIGHT 

OPENING 

Mon-Thu rs until 8PM 

our 24 hour line; 01295 252332 


Ginbury/ North Dinbur^ / Southern / Add rrbury / Woodford Halic 

www. west borvet'S-caulc 



A professional, fast and friendly 
denture repairs service 
Pop in for professional advice 



5 Church Lane, Banbury 
Email; dentiisimffi livexo.uk 

Tel: 07966 006887 



» tradition in itonc masonry 

Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 


FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

H’H’w. ban b urvmem orials. co. uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 
Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard, Adderbury, Nr Banbury, 
OxoruOXI? 3HJ 


ygg WYN N STAY Bwhi y 

Fanroniy Bsnbury fa mi & Gunerat StrppfcDd Lid 

Banbury Road (B41D0I. hr Burton D*SUtt CV47 2BB 

Tei: 01295 770707 
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Mob 0781 2672903 Email: boltonautosorvices@btconnect.com 


Boltons Auto Services 


2016 
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Unit 1, Spring Lane, Little Bourton, Banbury, OXI7 1RB 

* Repairs and Servicing to all makes including LCV 
- M.O.T preparation and repairs ■ Welding 

* Diagnostic checks on all makes 

* Tyres supplied and fitte( 

* 4 Wheel alignment ■ 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION 1 
8c DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

TEL: 01295 750494 


Drain Services 

ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOILETS * BATHS * SINKS - URINALS * SHOWERS - GULLIES - 
DRAINS ‘ GREASE TRAPS 

CCTV SURVEYS TANKER SERVICE GULLY EMPTYING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPROVED CONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 
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Sften/ngfQf? Gliding Club hosted its 
annual regional competition last 
month at Shenington Airfield. The 
Oxfordshire skies (and beyond) 
were full of gliding activity as 30 
expert glider pilots from all over the 
country competed daily aiming to 
be the fastest to complete cross¬ 
country tasks. Typical task lengths 
were over 300km with average 
speeds around the course for the 
leading glider pilots of around 
lOOkphL 


to classical guitar. The ‘after 
gliding events' culminated in a 70s 
themed disco on the last Saturday 
night, where competitors and 
club members vied for the most 
outrageous costume. 

Gliding is a very sociable sport 
and there was a positive vibe 
throughout the week - something 
which contributes to the 
Shenington competition being fully 
subscribed each year as soon as 
the dates are announced. 


Despite some variable weather 
during the week, the final day 
brought glorious sunshine and an 
evening flypast by the Red Arrows, 
ait thanks to a club member w'ho 
has some very good connections! 

Shenington Gliding Club welcomes 
new members of almost any age 
(current members' ages range from 
16 to 80+) to come and experience 
our exhilarating sport. 

www. shen/ng f on- g (idling. go . uk 



To support the glider pilots and their 
teams and also to make the nine 
days memorable, entertainment 
was laid on each evening after 
flying, ranging from Morris Dancers 
to beer tastings and pub quizzes 


p/cfures by Damien Dyer 



































Iftu 11 Fri 12^ Satl3 

AUGUSTg@i6 

Nr Banbury (1140 Jll) 

in sunny Nofth Oxfordshire 

THURSDAY 11 


HAYSEED DIXIE 


liGKETS 

ORDER BY MAY 31: 

Three day £120.oo 
Friday/Saturday £H5do 
Saturday only £70.oo 

June 1 - July 31: 

Three day £125.oo 
Friday/Saturday £120.oo 
Saturday only £75.oo 

After July 31: 

Three day £l30.oo 
Friday/Saturday £125uo 
Saturday only £80oo 

Under 12s admitted FREE 

Bur ail children must Go accompanied 
Gy a ticket Guying adult 

CAMPING* 

Three day £45.oo 
Friday/Saturday £40.oo 
Saturday only FREE 

"charges m per vehicle, not per person 
Bikers £ backpackers camp for free. 

Book via the website 
or write to: 

PO Box 8413. Bilsthorpe, 
Newark, Notts NG22 8WY 

or phone 

0900 637 1644 

(Calls cost 5 Dd per call from BT landlinest 
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RYPHON • FairporEAcoustiG 

° FRIDAY 12 


BOOT1EG BEATLES 
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SATURDAY 13 

FAIRIPORT 

< 2 & 1 ® 

Ralph Udell • Babylon CirGus 

C3)emon ‘Barbers XL • 

Cjjjmore §? Egberts *r(gia * RiGhard DJganGe 

wwK.fairportGonvention.Gom 
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©faircropfest 
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ROLEX 


THE OYSTER PERPETUAL 


The incarnation of the original Oyster launched in 
1926 is a distinctive symbol of universal style. 

It doesn't just tell time. It tells history 



OYSTER PERPETUAL 3 1 






79-HO High Street. Banbury, Oxfordshire OX 16 SjG 
One Cold Street., Northampton NNE ISA 


VVA i -I H - E AT U R E D b .lj i- 11. C 


is r U ■_ K AVA I L-^tr 








ft I T Y 

























